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 A Red, Red Rose 
by Robert Burns  

 
O my love is like a red, red rose  
   That’s newly sprung in June;  
O my love is like the melody  
   That’s sweetly played in tune.  
 
So fair art thou, my bonnie lass,  
   So deep in love am I;  
And I will love thee still, my dear,  
   Till a’ the seas gang dry.  
 
Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear,  
   And the rocks melt wi’ the sun;  
I will love thee still, my dear,  
   While the sands o’ life shall run.  
 
And fare thee well, my only love!  
   And fare thee well awhile!  
And I will come again, my love,  
   Though it were ten thousand mile. 

 
 



Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Choir Practice 
10:00 am Morning Worship 
11:00 am Coffee/ Fellowship 
 

 
Board Meetings & Events 
Sun Feb 7 10:00 am Holy Communion 
Sun Feb 14 11:15 am Mardi Gras Chili Cook off 
Tues Feb 16 4:00 pm Elmhurst College MLK, Jr.  
    Endowment Lecture 
Wed Feb 17 07:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service 
Sun Feb 21 11:15 am Confirmation Class 
  11:15 am Worship Board meeting 
Sun Feb 28 11:15 am Council Meeting 
Sun Mar 7 10:00 am Holy Communion 
 
 
Birthdays ! 

Lisa R Ron D 
Andrew F Tanner H 
Jennifer S Maddy S 
Earl W Dick S 
Helen C Lynnly B 
Joan R Karl S 

 
Anniversaries !  
Denise and David F 25 Years 
Cheri and Scott B 29 Years 

 
 
If your birthday or anniversary isn’t listed above, please call the 
church office to update our records. 
 
 
 
 

Remember In Your Prayers… 
·  Pat Alcorn’s mother, Marcina (illness);  
·  Karen Howard’s brother, Bruce (illness); 
·  Sue Cechner’s mother, Maxine (illness); 
·  Karen Stark’s friend, Beth (illness); 
·  Karen Stark’s father, Adolph (illness); 
·  Karen Haug’s mother (surgery & recovery); 
·  Karen Haug’s sister, Lynn (illness); 
·  Rev. Charlotte Nold, St. John UCC (illness); 
·  Mark Agnini’s friends, Oliver, Theresa and Tracy (illnes); 
·  Cheri Barrett’s daughter, Jenea (illness); 
·  Mike Rosier’s mother, Jan (illness); 
·  The many victim’s of the Haitian earthquakes. 
 
Additionally, please remember our ill and home-bound members:  
Emma Gene Buchanan, Betty Deitrich, Nell Graham, Elsie 
Hogancamp, Lucille Landberg, and Esther Wessels.  Finally, 
please pray for those serving in the military around the world. 
 
 

For the Record… 
Pulpit Associate volunteers for the coming 
months: 
 
February Confirmands 
March  Barb Malone 
April Mike Rosier 
 
If you are interested in serving as Pulpit 

Associate or Usher talk with Barb Malone, Worship Board 
Chairperson.   
 
 
Food For Thought…  
 
“ It is easy to halve the potato where there is love.” 
    - Proverb�



From The Pastor 
 
The earthquake in Haiti has struck many Christians as 
utterly incomprehensible from a theological standpoint. Hadn't the 
people of Haiti, in their material poverty, suffered enough 
already? How could God have allowed such a thing to happen? 
Even atheists share in this dismay. "This is why I don't believe in 
your God," an atheist colleague remarked to me. While on the one 
hand, this kind of response is understandable, it veers close to 
"putting God to the test."  
  
Amidst all the trials that our Lord endured, he declined to 
question God, but for his momentary faltering at Gethsemane. 
Even there, he immediately acknowledged that his spirit was 
willing but his flesh was weak. Even there, he prayed for God's 
will to be done.  
  
What's more, God has already given us answers to our 
questioning. God has amply demonstrated his power and intent to 
give resurrected life to the dead. His apostle has proclaimed that 
our suffering does not compare to the glory we will know.  But 
there is another  answer so squarely before us that we can't see it. 
The answer is ourselves. We ourselves are the answer to 
suffering. We can give understanding, concern, sympathy, 
comfort, solidarity, and material support, not just to Haitians and 
those who have come to their immediate aid, but to everyone we 
know to be suffering. Who of us has not experienced the power 
of  another's love for us? Rather than rushing to the place of 
questioning, or even accusing God at times like these, we must 
live our faith that love conquers all; for indeed it does. If our Lord 
taught us anything, he taught us this. 
  
With you in His service,  

��������������������� ���
����
 

From The Moderator 
             
Here I am again, your leader and buck-stopper.  I tried my best 
but it is hard to get off this merry-go-round.  My thanks to Mike 
Rosier who did an admirable job as Moderator last year and hello 
again to Dave Buchanan as Vice Moderator who did a great job as 
head of Stewardship.  I can’t wait until we get our dessert next 
Fall!  A big Thank You to all who attended the annual meeting on 
January 24th.  It was a good turn-out.  The Church is financially 
sound and as Catherine Erwin stated that the members, for such a 
small congregation, give generously to the missions – more than 
most churches.  Again a special thank you to Lynnly Buchanan 
and David Fauntleroy for putting together the annual report and 
financial statements including the budget for 2010.  Extra copies 
of these reports will be in the Church sanctuary for those people 
who were unable to attend the meeting.  The election of officers 
was uncontested, without ranker, and all officers were elected 
without one negative vote being cast.  A new Deacons Board has 
been established although a chairperson has not yet been 
appointed.  Stay tuned. 

 
The Church family is shrinking with death and illnesses so this 
year we will have to concentrate more on growing the 
membership.  Membership growth needs to be our number one 
goal. It would be wonderful if each of us brought someone or 
some family to a service to see how welcoming we are.  Secondly, 
we need to improve the finances of the Church.  Stewardship will 
continue to be very important so that we can raise funds to pay the 
cost of maintaining our property and supporting our mission 
work.  I am always amazed at the outflow of support our members 
evidence as they donate to our many and needy projects.  One 
major capital improvement we are planning for in the spring is to 
put a new roof on the sanctuary to protect the ceiling that was 
installed five years ago.    

 
Remember to bring a friend to Church and preferably one who 
likes to sing!  See you in church.  God bless.          

W. Clyde Jones, III ����
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     In this second half of Allan Peterson’s poem, Private Lives, he 
explores for us a childhood memory that many of us feel affinity 
for.  Whether it is the older style of banishment to the corner, or 
the modern models of “time out” and “go to your special place”, 
the practice of isolating a child to contemplate their actions seems 
to be ageless.  It is intended as a time to reset, to reflect on “our” 
actions and to garner a desire on our part to cooperate.  We are 
isolated, denied the company of others at ages when being “with” 
and “part of” are often paramount. It is a time, and state of being, 
with a negative connotation, but our author has come to an 
alternate understanding.   
    Some of us are adept at taking time to “smell the roses”, to 
slow down, see the detail around us, and in us, and at spending 
time contemplating the wonder and meaning of it all. Some of us 
require major interventions to slow our speed – for us to stop long 

enough for the music of the spheres to penetrate the “noise” in our 
lives.  Some of us require the very Creator of the Cosmos to give 
us the framework, a mandate for a “time out”.   
     In January, I asked you to consider not “putting away” all the 
Joy and Grace of God that is so present for us at Christmas, to not, 
as it were, pack Christ away with the Christmas decorations.  
February is a month designed for “time out”.  One of our main 
secular celebrations of love is in February. On February 14th many 
people slow down long enough to remember to make a special 
expression of love to those close to them. This year the 17th is Ash 
Wednesday, a day when we take time out to express our love, not 
for each other this time, but for God.  With Ash Wednesday, we 
begin the self-reflective season of Lent.  This is the time that the 
church universal sets aside to contemplate the coming events in 
the life of Christ: his love of life, his joy and frustration in his 
ministry, his last endeavors to show us how God wants us to love 
and live, and his willingness to give up his life so that we might 
find ours.  
     For Valentines Day we look outward to those we love. Lent is 
the time when the followers of Jesus the Christ are called upon to 
look inward to our hearts, examine our lives, and contemplate 
“museum of small wonders” in the corners of our souls, and see if 
our lives express our love of God as clearly as we might hope.     
          In the Joy only Christ brings,   Pastor Catherine       
�

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Team 

 
The FCCG Prayer Team’s focus for the 
month of February will be for people facing 
crisis.  Remember to keep trying to devote 5 
minutes a day in dedicated prayer.  Contact 
me if you have any prayer ideas for the future 
months.  Contact Sue Cechner if you have 

any questions. 
 



What’s Up With the Missions Board? 
 
In January we ran our collection for the 
Cameron School Valentine Day party and 
Healthy Foods unit.  We will be purchasing a 
large fruit basket for them for their Valentine’s 
Day party, as well as the items for a unit they 

do in March called Healthy Foods, in which they sample all sorts 
of different whole grain foods, fruits and vegetables.  Thank you 
for your participation, Sarah, our teacher contact, appreciates all 
the effort we put in to helping her class get the most out of school. 
 

On Saturday, January 9th 
we welcomed a 
representative from 
Exodus World Services, 
who presented our initial 
refugee ministry 
training workshop.  
During the workshop we 
discussed the plight of 
refugees throughout the 

world, specific issues they face when they come to the US, 
differences in cultures, and different ways that our congregation 
can become involved in helping.  Two programs we plan to 
participate in, starting right away, are the Welcome Kit Program 
and the New Neighbor Program.  We are very excited about both 
programs! 
 
The Welcome Kit program involves our congregation collecting 
the supplies necessary to start a family out when they first arrive 
in the US.  As we discussed during our workshop, refugees lose 
everything, frequently arriving in the US with little more than one 
suitcase for a family of 4 or 5 or 6.  By the time they arrive they 
will have spent many years fleeing violence and persecution, and 
have spent a good deal of time barely getting by in a refugee 
camp (on average five years).  They long for a safe place to call 
home, and they long for the relationships and connections they 
had in their homeland.  We will be helping them build that home 

with our Welcome Kit program.  Items we will be collecting for 
the welcome kit include: food staples, kitchen supplies, linens, 
laundry items, cleaning supplies, toothbrushes, toothpaste, hand 
lotion, pillows, alarm clocks, etc.  Think of all the basics you 
could not live without in your house.  Our goal is to complete one 
kit, and deliver it, every three to four months.  If you would like 
to help us fill the Welcome Kit, let Kim Valentine, our welcome 
kit program coordinator, know what item(s) you will be 
purchasing.  We will have three kits started at a time, so that 
excess items can be moved to a new kit.  A complete list of the 
items we will need for the Welcome Kit will be on our website 
soon, or you can contact Kim if you have any questions.   
 
The New Neighbor program 
will be starting soon, and 
involves participation at an 
individual or family level.  In 
the New Neighbor program, 
an individual or family agrees 
to mentor a refugee family for 
a period of three months, with 
extensions after that time if 
desired.  During this time you would be spending time with your 
‘family’, helping them get to know the Chicago area, helping 
them learn or understand better our language and customs, and 
spending time with them so that they feel the love and support of 
a friend or neighbor.  Sometimes the best thing you can do is sit 
and play a board game, and talk with them about what they are 
learning, what they may be confused about, how their day went.  
Missions board members will be ‘adopting’ refugee families over 
the next 6 to 8 months, and will be reporting back to the 
congregation regarding their experience with the program.  They 
will then be able to provide help and guidance to any other 
congregation members who might be considering joining the 
program but be unsure what is involved. 
 
The Missions Board is very excited about these two programs, 
and is looking forward to a long and vital Refugee Ministry 
within our church.   



 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 18th!  We will be having a 
St. John’s UCC worship and work day in the city.  The 
confirmation class will be visiting St. John’s for service and all 
are invited to join them.  After church we will sponsor a quick 
lunch and will move on to helping them with some chores they 
have around the building.  We will be going by bus, so you need 
not worry about transportation.  Prior to the trip we will be 
collecting canned goods for their food pantry, so you can plan to 
help with that drive if you will not be able to make the trip with 
us. 

 
As with last year, we will hold a 
rummage sale to benefit St. John 
UCC in Chicago.  The sale will be 
held in the church basement next 
June.  Our target sale dates are 
Friday June 4th and Saturday June 
5th.  Please start saving rummage 
items now.  Kim Valentine has 
generously donated storage space, 

so you can turn them over to the church right away, you don’t 
need to hold on to them if you don’t have the room.  We can also 
pick up large items, so call the church to let us know.   
 
The Wider Missions Ministries of the UCC is calling church and 
community alike to new and increased levels of attention to stop 
the spread of HIV by scaling up best practices in comprehensive 
HIV prevention.  Surprisingly, HIV/AIDS is on the increase 
among the teeenage population in the 
United States. Every 9 1/2 minutes someone 
in the US is infected with HIV.  In an effort 
to meet this challenge, the First 
Congregational Church’s mission board has 
voted to adopt the Open Door Clinic of 
Elgin and Aurora. 
 
This clinic provides education, prevention, screening and 
treatment of HIV/AIDS. They serve people with HIV with 

medical care, case managment, home care, nutritional counseling, 
support groups, educational programs, psychiatry programs, and 
substance abuse.  This Clinic serves anyone who walks in the 
door. No one is turned away. To keep this practice up they could 
use our help in 4 ways: 
 

1. Their food pantry is bare. They have no way of replenishing 
except by their employees. Nutrition is vital for survival of 
HIV/AIDS patients. We can help by donating to their food 
pantry. They really need protein based foods such as tuna and 
peanut butter. Ramon Noodles also go a long way.�

2. Food Cards. Along with nutrition is the need for fresh fruits 
and vegetables. They would like to keep a few items on hand 
but worry about spoilage. They would like to have food cards 
with small amounts $5-10 to give to patients to purchase fresh 
food.�

3. Money. They do not receive a lot of government funding. The 
government does not fund preventative programs.�

4. SUPPORT: They really need people to come out to their 
fundraisers. They are having one in March at the St. Charles 
country Club. You can get tickets on line at 
opendoorclinic.com or see Carolyn Fabian. There is an AIDS 
walk in October. They could use walkers and supporters.��

Little things that can make a big difference in someone else’s 
life....and yours too. 
 
During January we ran two special collections for Haiti, which 
will be sent to the UCC to be forwarded to One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  Because of the scale of damage and need in Haiti right 
now, most organizations are asking that monetary contributions 
be made rather than material.  If you did not have a chance to 
make a contribution to our Haiti collection in January, forward 
you check to the church office and we will include it in the total 
we send in February.   



Confirmation Classes 
 

Mark you calendars for the following important 
Confirmation dates: 
 
Sunday, February 21: Confirmation Class, 
11:30-12:30 
Sunday, March 21: Confirmation Class, 11:30-
12:30 
Sunday, April 11: Confirmation Class, 11:30-
12:30 

Sunday, April 18: St. John’s visit and work day 9:00am 
Saturday, May 29: Confirmation Dinner 6:00pm 
Sunday, May 30: Confirmation Sunday, 10:00am 
 
In addition to the above dates, the confirmation class (and anyone 
who would like to attend), will be visiting Trinity UCC church in 
Chicago.  That date has not been confirmed yet, but will likely be 
the first Sunday in June (June 6th).  Watch your bulletins and 
newsletters for more information on this trip. 
 
 

 
 
JULIET Meeting  

The JULIET group will meet at Ruth 
Marsh’s house, on Friday, February 12th, 
from 1pm to 3pm.  Join us for lots of fun 
conversation!  Please call Ruth Marsh, or 
Nancy Hannah if you need a ride in order 
to come – we will be happy to pick you 
up! 
 
 

 
 
 

����������	
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With the arrival of 2010, there is a new opportunity to choose 
which church board is a good fit for your expertise and talent. 
Even if you have resisted the temptation to make a commitment to 
joining any of the boards, you are always welcome to drop in and 
help out any committee that you have taken an interest in, whether 
it is Christian Education, Deacons, Missions, Properties, 
Stewardship or Worship Board. Remember, it is not necessary to 
be assigned to a committee in order to get involved. All members 
of the congregation are welcome to pop in on any of the meetings 
to see what is really going on and maybe even get a glimpse as to 
what those board members actually do (after everyone else goes 
home on Sunday morning), and that can be quite 
interesting…really. 
 
For example, have you ever wondered how (and what) the 
WORSHIP board does?  Aren’t you just bursting to give us 
decorating advice; like, how about changing those candles in the 
windows to something else? or what other types of décor can be 
put up on that altar? or, why can’t we bring in more live bands?, 
or, why doesn’t the choir wear more colorful robes?, or, the 
church building desperately needs more live plants or more color, 
or… Something!!  Are you thinking that you have some 
exceptional ideas (about “all things church related”) but feel like 
you have nowhere to go with the information? Well, now you 
do… come and see what the Worship Board is all about and find 
out more about those mysterious things that our committee does 
to “enhance your worship experience”, and then you too can be 
involved in the inner workings of your church home, and feel 
really good about it!     
 
Our committee meetings are usually announced at the beginning 
of the worship service, so next time Worship Board announces a 
meeting, don’t wait for an invitation, just follow one of the 
committee members (Barbara, Louise, Lynnly, Ruth, Dan or Sue) 
grab your coffee and check us out! 



Ushering and Pulpit Associate opportunities 
await YOU!!!! 

 
Yes, that is correct!  As you know, our congregation thrives on 
the spirit of volunteerism, and signing up to be an Usher or to be a 
Pulpit Associate, is an excellent way to get totally immersed in 
the life of your church.  How…you may ask?  If you think about 
it, who are the first friendly faces you see when you step through 
the doors into the Sanctuary?  The Ushers!  Their responsibility as 
greeters is essentially to making everyone feel welcome and 
comfortable (especially visitors and guests to our church). Aside 
from a little “head counting”, and a couple of short walks up to 
the altar with the offering plates, the ushers job is pretty cushy 
and anyone can do it (just ask , Ruth, Kim, Dan or Dave).  
 
Signing up to be the Pulpit Associate is not as cushy, but 
definitely just as interesting and essential. Think back for a 
minute, didn’t you love reading out loud to your children when 
they were little? Was it hard to do? Of course not, so think about 
it as reading typed passages in a set order, and then taking pauses 
when the choir sings, and more pauses when the pastor speaks. 
Really, that is all there is to it. Anyone can do it (once again, just 
ask Mike, Dave ,Lynnly or Barbara). I guarantee that you will 
enjoy giving this opportunity a try. The best thing about being the 
Pulpit Associate or the Ushers is that you are among friends, so 
you can relax and enjoy your time. Really…it is that simple. (See 
Barbara or Lynnly for more info!) 
 
 

Quilters Group 
 
There is a group of quilters who have been meeting in our church 
for several years.  It is a very informal group made up of women 
from our church, and also from outside our church, who represent 
all levels of quilting skills.  Some, but not all of the members, 
belong to the Prairie Star Quilt Guild, others belong for the 
opportunity to learn from fellow quilters.  At this time the group 
is reorganizing and will be meeting on the first and second 

Monday evenings of each month, from 7pm-9pm.  Some of the 
meetings will be at our church in the basement and some will be 
at other places, such as members’ homes and at local quilt shops.  
There are no dues and no commitment and the group would 
welcome new members.  If anyone is interested in more 
information please call Ruth Marsh at 630-232-7073.  The 
meeting on Feb. 1st will be held at the Windmill City Quilt Shop 
at 530 Renee Ct., in Geneva. 
 
 
 
 

Elmhurst College  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Lecture Series 

 
Spring 2010 Schedule  
   
2010 Martin Luther King Guestship Speaker  
Rev. Otis Moss (Trinity Church, Chicago) 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010  
4:00 to 5:15 pm, Founders Lounge  
5:15 to 5:30 pm, Informal Reception  
Lecture Title: Waiting on the World to Change 
 
 
 
 

It is with great sadness that we say 
goodbye to long-time member Florence 
Elwood.  Florence died early Sunday 
morning, January 24th.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with John and his and 
Florence’s family. 
 
A wake was held on Monday, January 

25th  at Moss Funeral home in Batavia.   
 
 



The 2010 Justice Series 
 
For the third year in a 
row, the church will be 
holding a Friday Night 
movie night, monthly, 
beginning on March 26th 
and continuing through 
June.  The series 
features movies with a 
social justice theme, and 
this year includes: 
Farmingville, Fish Out 

of Water, How to Save the World and God Grew Tired of Us.  All 
movies will start at 7:30pm, and will be shown in Fellowship 
Hall.  Admission is free, and nursery care will be available, as 
well as popcorn and beverages.  The current Movie schedule is as 
follows: 
 
 March 26 Farmingville 7:30pm 

 A film addressing one town’s solution to illegal 
immigration. 

   
 April 30 How to Save the World 7:30pm 
  A documentary addressing environmentally  
  sustainable food practices. 
 
 May 28 Fish Out of Water 7:30pm 
  a spirited documentary that explores the  
  seven Bible passages notoriously used to condemn  
  homosexuality and justify marriage 
   discrimination 
 
 June 18 God Grew Tired of Us 7:30pm 
  A film about the lost boys of the Sudan. 
 
This is a great series, not to be missed.  Bring your friends and 
add some meat to your normal conversations.   
 

January 15, 2009 
 
Praise God and receive my warm heartfelt 
greetings. Happy new year 2010. Well I 
just wish to inform you that I lost my only 
son last Monday at around 4pm after a 
short illness. We shall bury him on 
16/01/2010. Just pray for me and my 

family for God to give us new strength.  Our heavenly Father has 
continued to renew our strength day after day. The Lord`s word 
which we read every day has indeed been so consoling. Thanks 
for your prayers, we have seen God`s hand in our lives. May the 
Almighty God always bless you all. You are wonderful people. 
For now just continue praying for us. 
 
Pass my regards, 
EVANG: FREDRICK K. NJOROGE  
 
 

Thank You So Much 
 

We would like to thank everyone in the congregation who 
contributed to the staff Christmas gift this year.  We appreciate 
being remembered, and hope everyone had a warm and safe 
holiday season. 
Becca, Catherine, Pat, Karen, Lynn, Angel and Lynnly 
 
 

Save the Date 
The Open Door Clinic, whose missions is to improve health & 
wellness by providing education, prevention, screening & 
treatment of HIV/AIDS & other sexually transmitted infections, 
will be having a fundraiser in March.  ALL THINGS 
CHOCOLATE, will be held at the St. Charles Country Club, 
1250 Country Club Rd, on Saturday, March 13, 2010.  Not only 
will there be a slew of chocolatiers, but folks making other treats 
as well. Watch your March newsletter for more info. 
 



From the Desk of Ruth Marsh 
 

As many of you are aware, the Geneva History 
Center is opening a new exhibit entitled, 
“Scouting: A Century of Values.”  Recently at 
the Brown Bag Lunch program on “History of 
Scouting in Geneva” it was mentioned that the 
first troop in Geneva was started by the pastor 
of our church.  I was curious to know more, 
and went to a booklet published by Bill Feiker 
with the help of his wife Ruth to celebrate the 

125th anniversary of our church.  This is what I found: 
 
“Early in the 20th century, 1906, Rev. W.R. Dixon was called as 
pastor.  He was a great worker, particularly with the young 
people, and it was he who organized the first Boy Scout troop in 
Geneva in 1910, a most successful venture.  How could he know 
that 59 years later the Explorer Unit of the Boy Scouts, associated 
with our church, would rebuild the old parsonage (now the church 
office) following a fire that demolished the interior in 1969?  
Under the leadership of Ed Harz, this was done, thus saving the 
church considerable expense.” [Note: this was the old Memorial 
House building, now gone.] 
 
I have always been interested in history, and I find it especially 
exciting to find out that I am a member of a church which has a 
record of good contributions to the community through its 
members.  Thanks to the History Center for including us in their 
presentations and to Bill and Ruth Feiker for recording our 
history.  I am looking forward to seeing the Scouting exhibit, 
which marks the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America, 
and runs from January 30th to May 21st, 2010.  The Geneva 
History Center is located at 113 South 3rd Street in Geneva, and 
more information can be obtained from their website at 
www.genevahistorycenter.org.  

 

Sometimes money doesn’t solve all problems…here’s a 
situation where the pen can prove mightier than the pocketbook.  
Why not write to CBS or their sponsors and tell them what you 
think? 
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Written by Staff Reports, UCC.org 
January 25, 2010 
 
A decision by CBS to allow a Super Bowl advertisement for 
Focus on the Family, a conservative religious organization, is 
eliciting concerns from leaders of the United Church of Christ, 
which sought to buy advertising from the network but had its ads 
rejected. 
 
"While CBS is reportedly saying that a bad economy now 
necessitates changes in its policy on so-called advocacy ads, this 
decision only underscores the arbitrary way the networks 
approach these decisions and the result is a woeful lack of 
religious diversity in our nation's media," says the Rev. J. Bennett 
Guess, the UCC's director of communications. "Because of its 
own economic circumstances, CBS is affording time to one 
religious organization while having suppressed another. This 
sounds as if the broadcasters think they own the airwaves when, 
in theory at least, they do not." 
 
Speaking to a National Public Radio station in Los Angeles on 
January 21, Guess said, "The issue for all of us should be why one 
religious viewpoint is continually accommodated by the TV 
networks when there is a common misunderstanding in this 
country that all religious people hold a monolithic view on certain 
issues, such as reproductive choice, such as homosexuality, and 
this is not the case." 
 
Guess pointed out that the UCC encountered a similar situation in 
early 2005 when it sought airtime on the ABC network, only to be 



told that ABC did not accept any religious advertising. The very 
next month, Guess said, Focus on the Family was allowed 
primetime advertising on ABC's SuperNanny show.  "That's what 
concerns us, the issue of access," Guess said. 
 
In 2004, CBS said it was rejecting the UCC's "Bouncer" ad as 
"too controversial" because it allegedly advocated same-sex 
marriage. The UCC maintained this was a gross 
mischaracterization of the ad's intent which, instead, was to 
demonstrate that all people, including gay and lesbian people, 
should be welcome in the church. The church quickly filed a 
complaint with the Federal Communications Commission, a 
petition that was dismissed by FCC staff in 2007 and never given 
full consideration by FCC Commissioners. 
 
The UCC's second ad, "Ejector," which debuted in early 2005 was 
also rejected by the networks and their wholly-owned cable 
networks, including LOGO, a channel that targets lesbian and gay 
viewers. 
 
Focus on the Family says its Super Bowl ad will feature Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterback Tim Tebow and his mother, Pam. 
CBS has confirmed approval of the preliminary draft of the script 
which purportedly will touch on issues of faith and abortion. 
 
The apparent hypocrisy in the CBS decision has sparked a number 
of blogs and a Facebook group to wage campaigns telling CBS to 
reject the Focus on the Family ad or agree to air the UCC's ad. 
 
"While the UCC does not have plans to purchase network spots at 
this time, the larger issue of access remains, not just for the UCC 
but for all religious groups,” Guess said. “When the UCC does 
return again to CBS or another network, will our distinctive 
religious viewpoint be heard.” 
 
The UCC’s Stillspeaking Ministry — the denomination’s 
marketing and identity campaign — is producing a new 
commercial that will launch on social networks and in a broad 
internet ad buy on April 16. 

 


