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A Better Resurrection 
by Christina Rossetti  
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Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Choir Practice 
10:00 am Morning Worship 
11:00 am Coffee/ Fellowship 
 

 
Board Meetings & Events 
Sun Mar 7 10:00 am Holy Communion 
  11:30 am Missions Board meeting 
Sat Mar 13 Midnight Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Sun Mar 14 10:00 am OGHS Consecration 
  11:15 am OGHS Pie Throw 
Sat Mar 20 10:30 am Rockafellow Funeral 
  4:30 pm Breakfast for Dinner Fellowship 
    See Newsletter for details 
Sun Mar 21 11:15 am Worship Board meeting 
Fri Mar 26 7:30 pm Justice Series Movie Night 
Sun Mar 28 11:15 am Council Meeting 
Fri Apr 2 7:30 pm Good Friday services 
Sun Apr 4 10:00 am Easter Sunday 
 
 
Birthdays ! 

Evan F 
David G 
Rose H 
Scott B 

 
 
Anniversaries !  
No March Anniversaries…if we’ve missed you, give the church 
office a call. 
 
 
If your birthday or anniversary isn’t listed above, please call the 
church office to update our records. 
 
 

Remember In Your Prayers… 
·  Pat Alcorn’s mother, Marcina (illness);  
·  Karen Howard’s brother, Bruce (illness); 
·  Sue Cechner’s mother, Maxine (illness); 
·  Karen Stark’s father, Adolph (illness); 
·  Karen Haug’s mother (surgery & recovery); 
·  Karen Haug’s sister, Lynn (illness); 
·  Rev. Charlotte Nold, St. John UCC (illness); 
·  Mark Agnini’s friends, Oliver, Theresa and Tracy (illnes); 
·  Cheri Barrett’s daughter, Jenea (illness); 
·  Mike Rosier’s mother, Jan (illness); 
·  The many victim’s of the Haitian earthquakes. 
 
Additionally, please remember our ill and home-bound members:  
Emma Gene Buchanan, Betty Deitrich, Nell Graham, Elsie 
Hogancamp, Lucille Landberg, and Esther Wessels.  Finally, 
please pray for those serving in the military around the world. 
 
 

For the Record… 
Pulpit Associate volunteers for the coming months: 

 
March  Barb Malone 
April Mike Rosier 
 
If you are interested in serving as Pulpit Associate or 

Usher talk with Barb Malone, Worship Board Chairperson.   
 
 
Food For Thought…  
 
“The absent are always in the wrong.” 

  English Proverb 
 
“The absent are always volunteered.” 
 FCCG Proverb 



From The Pastor 
 
"...Things fall apart. The center cannot hold. Mere anarchy is loosed 
on the world..." 
(W.B. Yeats) 
  
These words seem as timely now as when Yeats penned them. It 
seems that things are falling apart.  There is the nation's economic 
crisis and all of its ramifications. There are the economic crises, 
often much worse, of the world's nations. There is the failed attempt 
at health care reform and the broken political system behind it. There 
is Haiti’s earthquake, and now Chile's. There is the intractable 
violence in the MidEast. There is the poverty and disease of the 
many African nations. Yes, it seems that things are falling apart. 
  
Often in the lenten season, we focus our thoughts and hearts merely 
upon our own sin and our own repentance. We, so to speak, 
personalize lent. But, especially given the state of the world, this is 
to sell the work of Jesus Christ short. Jesus Christ died not just to  
conquer your fallenness and mine, but all fallenness: the falleness of 
the powers and principalities -- nations, ideologies, societies, and 
collectivities of all kinds. He died even to conquer the chaotic forces 
of  the cosmos. As the apostle Paul testified, "In him, all things hold 
together." 
  
When we consider the true scope of Jesus Christ's work, it intensifies 
all that he suffered on the cross, but also all that he conquered on the 
cross. He is that word by which all the cosmos has come into being 
and that word by which all the cosmos has been redeemed. He is 
truly Lord. What's more, all the cosmos is interconnected through 
him. As long as we, just not in the lenten season but always, remain 
faithful to him, we will always see light in the circling darkness, just 
as he did. 
  
"Things fall apart..."  This should serve to make our Easter 
celebration all the more joyous. 
  
With you in Him, 

��������������������� ���

From The Moderator 
             
Checking over my records I found that this is my 28th Moderator’s 
report and does not include the 30 Vice Moderator’s reports I 
have written.  I never envisioned that my college English major 
would lead to this!  A lot of writing and a lot of water under the 
dam as it were.  Well we have discussed ad nauseaum how to 
grow the church and we have tried a number of initiatives without 
much success.  Now there is a movement afoot that is very 
exciting and encouraging.  Sharon Jones and Kim Valentine have 
grabbed the reins and are going full throttle organizing a new 
Deacons Board.  The Deacons Board has been defunct for a 
number of years because of our low number of active members in 
the Church.  Worship Board took over its duties of visiting 
members who were sick or otherwise inactive in the Church.  
Sharon and Kim envision that the Deacons Board will have two 
functions:  one to nurture the current membership by possibly 
reinstating a “flocking” paradigm and secondly to expand the 
membership by offering programs that will attract new members 
and re-activate others.   I attended the initial meeting two weeks 
ago and the follow-up meeting last week.  One thing that came 
out of the meetings was the picture of our Church as only a 
“Sunday” church (Carolyn Fabian’s phrase).  When I talked to 
Jamie Dwyer (our painter last year) he was surprised how little 
the church building was being used during the week.  So the 
Deacons Board was given a lot of good ideas to consider.  We are 
also looking at the By-laws to see if they need to be changed 
depending on the duties of this new Board.  If you would like to 
add any thoughts or suggestions, please see Sharon or Kim.  
 
The choir has been practicing a very special song for a month or 
more and we are anxious to go public with it soon.  Stay tuned.  
We think you will like it. 
   
Remember to bring a friend to Church and preferably one who 
likes to sing!  See you in Church.  God bless.          

W. Clyde Jones, III ����
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It’s been one of those winters.  Unique for some, talk to many east 
coasters, challenging for most.  This winter has had a lot of 
presence.  It refuses to be ignored, and seems determined to give 
its fullest ‘till its last possible day.  God in Christ is a little like 
that - full of surprises, no holds barred, giving his fullest ‘till the 
last minute, second, … and then, extraordinarily, like only God 
can do, giving yet still so much more.  While we like to start 
thinking about spring, March, especially here in the Midwest, has 
more in common with winter, a mixed bag of often fierce 
weather.  Snowstorms are still more than possible, separated often 
by bleak, grey days, and then, on occasion, a brilliantly burning, 
sunny day that has you wincing and reaching for your sunglasses.   
 
March weather may be a bit like the internal landscape we 
encounter if we take the practice of Lenten self-reflection 

seriously, a mixed bag.  No matter how much we may try and live 
Godly lives,  most of us look inside and find at least some 
reflections of those stormy moments; rough weather, high seas, 
time when the prospect of a snow day can be a very real balm for 
inner and outer life.  No matter how rough life gets, and no matter 
whether the struggles are internal or external, self-inflicted or just 
the result of being alive, God promises not to leave us.   Even in 
the worst “seasons” God will usher in moments spent in the 
sunshine in that jewel of a field that Mr. Thomas speaks of.    
 
But what of us?  What, if anything, is our part, our responsibility?  
We are not just any people.  We are followers of God in Christ.  
We see the best, most complete understanding of God’s desire for 
us in the loving actions of the life of Jesus of Nazareth.  Being 
Christian is not a magical state. We are subject to the same 
challenges of life everyone faces. What makes our lives different 
is the knowledge we have, and when knowledge seems dim, the 
trust, the faith we have, in the presence of God in our lives. 
 
And Faith takes nurturing. Lent is the time to take stock of our 
lives, of our faith.  Lent is the time when we choose to look to the 
example of Jesus, and nurture our faith gardens. We examine 
ourselves to see where we can strive for improvement, re-inform 
our decisions, and commit to trying to walk more closely in the 
pathway of our God.  As we try to live in a more Christ-centered 
way, as we value a place in the sunlit field of God, we positively 
impact not only our own lives, but the lives of those around us.  
As a congregation, we also have been looking to see how we as a 
unit, a family of God, work to bring the Kingdom closer.  In 
honestly trying to live more closely into the extraordinary 
promises of God in Christ, we bring that life closer to the rest of 
the world as well.   
 
May you feel the sunshine of God’s love this month, and may our 
lives as individuals and as a congregation so reflect the love of 
God in Christ that fields of sunshine encompass the world.    
    Amen. -Pastor Catherine 
_____________________________________________ 



Prayer Team 
 

The FCCG Prayer Team’s focus for the 
month of March will be on personal 
introspection to become more Christ-like 
during this Lenten period.  Remember to keep 
trying to devote 5 minutes a day in dedicated 
prayer.  Contact me if you have any prayer 

ideas for the future months.  You may contact Sue Cechner. 
 

 
What’s Up With the Missions Board? 

 
The Missions Board 
continues to work on our 
two refugee ministry 
programs, the Welcome 
Kit Program and the 
New Neighbor Program.  
We are very excited 
about both! 
 
As previously 

mentioned, the Welcome Kit program involves our congregation 
collecting the supplies necessary to start a family out when they 
first arrive in the US.  Items we will be collecting for the welcome 
kit will be listed on our website.  Our goal is to complete one kit, 
and deliver it, every three to four months.  If you would like to 
help us fill the Welcome Kit, let Kim Valentine, our welcome kit 
program coordinator, know what item(s) you will be purchasing.  
We will have three kits started at a time, so that excess items can 
be moved to a new kit.  You can contact Kim if you have any 
questions.   
 
The New Neighbor program will be starting soon, and involves 
participation at an individual or family level.  In the New 
Neighbor program, an individual or family agrees to mentor a 
refugee family for a period of three months, with extensions after 

that time if desired.  During this time you would be spending time 
with your ‘family’, helping them get to know the Chicago area, 
helping them learn or understand better our language and 
customs, and spending time with them so that they feel the love 
and support of a friend or neighbor.  Sometimes the best thing you 
can do is sit and play a board game, and talk with them about 
what they are learning, what they may be confused about, etc.  

Missions board members will 
be ‘adopting’ refugee families 
over the next 6 to 8 months, 
and will be reporting back to 
the congregation regarding 
their experience with the 
program.  They will then be 
able to provide help and 
guidance to any other 
congregation members who 

might be considering joining the program but be unsure what is 
involved. 
 
The Missions Board is very excited about these two programs, 
and is looking forward to a long and vital Refugee Ministry 
within our church.   
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 18th!  We will be having a 
St. John’s UCC worship and work day in the city.  The 
confirmation class will be visiting St. John’s for service and all 
are invited to join them.  After church we will sponsor a quick 
lunch and will move on to helping them with some chores they 
have around the building.  We will be going by bus, so you need 
not worry about transportation.  Prior to the trip we will be 
collecting canned goods for their food pantry, so you can plan to 
help with that drive if you will not be able to make the trip with 
us. 

 
As with last year, we will hold a rummage sale 
to benefit St. John UCC in Chicago.  The sale 
will be held in the church basement next June.  
Our target sale dates are Friday June 4th and 



Saturday June 5th.  Please start saving rummage items now.  Kim 
Valentine has generously donated storage space, so you can turn 
them over to the church right away, you don’t need to hold on to 
them if you don’t have the room.  We can also pick up large 
items, so call the church to let us know.   
 
The Wider Missions Ministries of the UCC is calling church and 
community alike to new and increased levels of attention to stop 
the spread of HIV by scaling up best practices in comprehensive 
HIV prevention.  Surprisingly, HIV/AIDS is on the increase 
among the teeenage population in the 
United States. Every 9 1/2 minutes someone 
in the US is infected with HIV.  In an effort 
to meet this challenge, the First 
Congregational Church’s mission board has 
voted to adopt the Open Door Clinic of 
Elgin and Aurora. 
 
This clinic provides education, prevention, screening and 
treatment of HIV/AIDS. They serve people with HIV with 
medical care, case managment, home care, nutritional counseling, 
support groups, educational programs, psychiatry programs, and 
substance abuse.  This Clinic serves anyone who walks in the 
door. No one is turned away. To keep this practice up they could 
use our help in 4 ways: 
 

1. Their food pantry is bare. They have no way of replenishing 
except by their employees. Nutrition is vital for survival of 
HIV/AIDS patients. We can help by donating to their food 
pantry. They really need protein based foods such as tuna and 
peanut butter. Ramon Noodles also go a long way.�

2. Food Cards. Along with nutrition is the need for fresh fruits 
and vegetables. They would like to keep a few items on hand 
but worry about spoilage. They would like to have food cards 
with small amounts $5-10 to give to patients to purchase fresh 
food.�

3. Money. They do not receive a lot of government funding. The 
government does not fund preventative programs.�

4. SUPPORT: They really need people to come out to their 
fundraisers. They are having one in March at the St. Charles 
country Club. You can get tickets on line at 
opendoorclinic.com or see Carolyn Fabian. There is an AIDS 
walk in October. They could use walkers and supporters.��

Little things that can make a big difference in someone else’s 
life....and yours too. 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Classes 
 

Mark you calendars for the following 
important Confirmation dates: 
 
Sunday, March 21: Confirmation Class, 
11:30-12:30 
Sunday, April 11: Confirmation Class, 
11:30-12:30 
Sunday, April 18: St. John’s visit and 
work day 9:00am 
Saturday, May 29: Confirmation Dinner 
6:00pm 
Sunday, May 30: Confirmation Sunday, 
10:00am 

 
In addition to the above dates, the confirmation class (and anyone 
who would like to attend), will be visiting Trinity UCC church in 
Chicago on Sunday in June (June 6th).  Watch your bulletins and 
newsletters for more information on this trip. 
  



The 2010 Justice Series 
 
For the third year in a 
row, the church will be 
holding a Friday Night 
movie night, monthly, 
beginning on March 26th 
and continuing through 
June.  The series 
features movies with a 
social justice theme, and 
this year includes: 
Farmingville, Fish Out 

of Water, How to Save the World and God Grew Tired of Us.  All 
movies will start at 7:30pm, and will be shown in Fellowship 
Hall.  Admission is free, and nursery care will be available, as 
well as popcorn and beverages.  The current Movie schedule is as 
follows: 
 
 March 26 Farmingville 7:30pm 

 A film addressing one town’s solution to illegal 
immigration. 

   
 April 30 How to Save the World 7:30pm 
  A documentary addressing environmentally  
  sustainable food practices. 
 
 May 28 Fish Out of Water 7:30pm 
  a spirited documentary that explores the  
  seven Bible passages notoriously used to condemn  
  homosexuality and justify marriage 
   discrimination 
 
 June 18 God Grew Tired of Us 7:30pm 
  A film about the lost boys of the Sudan. 
 
This is a great series, not to be missed.  Bring your friends and 
add some meat to your normal conversations.   
 

February 19, 2010 
 
Praise God pastor Clancy. Thanks to God 
for He is in control of everything in the 
whole world. He is indeed a wonderful 
God who knows how to heal our hearts.  
On behalf of myself and members of my 
whole family, we are very, very grateful 

for your continued support both financially and spiritually.  We 
wish you God's blessings. Pass our regards to members of your 
family and members of your congregation. 
 
Wishing you God’s blessings, 
EVANG: FREDRICK K. NJOROGE  
 
 

Save the Date 
The Open Door Clinic, whose missions is 
to improve health & wellness by 
providing education, prevention, 
screening & treatment of HIV/AIDS & 
other sexually transmitted infections, will 
be having a fundraiser in March.  ALL 
THINGS CHOCOLATE, will be held at 
the St. Charles Country Club, 1250 
Country Club Rd, on Saturday, March 13, 
2010.  Tickets are $50.00 each, and can be 
purchased from Carolyn Fabian. 

 

 
JULIET Meeting  

Juliets will meet Friday, March 12, 1 to 3 p.m. 
in the Friendship area of Eckert House at the 
Holmstad.  We hope that by meeting there 
members who live at Holmstad will find it 
easy to join us.  Call if you need a ride -- 
Nancy Hannah, or Ruth Marsh. 
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Breakfast for Dinner 
 
On Saturday, March 20th we will be having a fellowship supper, 
Breakfast for Dinner, sponsored by the newly re-forming Men’s 
Group, Son’s of God (SoSoGo).  The dinner will feature pancakes 
and eggs as well as other breakfast items.  Additionally, bring 
your telescope if you have one, we will be checking out the new 
spring sky after dark.  We will be gathering in Fellowship Hall 
around 4:30pm, and our breakfast dinner will start around 5pm. 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

On February 7th we began our annual One Great 
Hour of Sharing Missions drive.  OGHS is a 
vital offering for the UCC and Church World 
Services, supporting hundreds of programs that 
transform lives in more than 80 countries 
worldwide.  Through One Great Hour of 

Sharing, United Church of Christ members reach out in the name 
of Christ to:  

 Build sustainable communities. OGHS supports self-help 
programs in more than 80 nations to build sustainable 
communities that enable people and communities to stand 
against and rise above hunger, disease, illiteracy, and other 
forces of injustice that deny and destroy dignity.  
 Respond to disaster. OGHS provides emergency and long-

term assistance to people in the aftermath of hurricanes, 
tornados, storms, floods, tidal waves, fires, explosions, 
technological disasters, civil strife, war, or other natural or 
human-caused events. On average, OGHS 
responds to a disaster once every 2.5 days.  
 Minister to refugees. OGHS responds with 

advocacy and help, hope and hospitality for 
people who have been uprooted from their home 
of origin. More than 30 million of the world's 
people are uprooted at any given time.  

 



One Great Hour of Sharing is part of a remarkable network of 
service and caring that is efficient, effective and faithful. 
Administrative costs are typically less than eight percent annually.  
 

The United Church of Christ unites with 
Christians in eight other Protestant 
denominations and Church World Service in 
One Great Hour of Sharing, thus multiplying the 
effectiveness and extent of our witness many 
times over.  The UCC, through its member 

churches,  annually channels more than $3 million dollars through 
One Great Hour of Sharing to humanitarian needs in the world.  
 
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is administered through 
Wider Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ.  
 
All gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are tax deductible and 
100% of�� designated gifts go to the designated area of response. 
Non-designated funds are encouraged. They allow One Great 
Hour of Sharing to address future hidden and forgotten 
emergencies around the world.  

 
As with last year, there will be pie 
throwing.  The three children with the 
heaviest boxes will win a pie to throw at 
our Moderator, Clyde Jones or vice 
moderator, Dave Buchanan.  The three 
adults with the largest contribution will 
also receive pies for throwing.  The 
Christian Ed Board has donated six fruity 

or chocolaty creamy pies for the occasion.  OGHS Boxes are 
available in the sanctuary for all children who want to fill one.  
The OGHS offering runs through Sunday, March 14th, with pies 
thrown right after church on the 14th. 
 

Our goal for 2010 is $2000.00 
Help us reach the mark 

 

 
 

We will have an Easter Egg hunt on Easter Sunday,  
April 4 th at 9am 

Outdoors if the weather permits, indoors if it doesn’t. 
All kids are welcome, including friends, neighbors, etc. 

 
 

 
 
Don’t forget to bring fresh flowers 

for our living cross  
on Easter Sunday.   

Help us bring the cross of  
Jesus to life! 

 
 
 

From the Stewardship Board 
 

Thanks so much for your participation in the 2009-2010 
Stewardship drive!  I am still trying to eat the dessert first.  It has 
become a way to get many things done that I previously had 
trouble tackling.  I hope to be able to bring new ways for being a 
steward of God and our church to you.  Keep an eye on our 
website for further developments!  
 
Mike  
Stewardship Sexton 

 


