
���������	

�
�������������	
����
��������

������������
����������������
����������
����
����������

����
����� ����
�	 ��� �!���������
	�� ������"����
�����������#�	 ��������"���������

� �
������$�%
�&�'	����!�(��������
��
��)���
�&�'	����!�(��������

*�

�����������
�&�����
�!+�����,-.-�
�

��������

��
�� �
	
����*����
�����������

�������� ����
�/���'����������
������0����
����
�)���������

���������
�0�������
�!���������
�+��
�����������

!���	�� ����1��������
���
�	
��%��
�

��	�����	����
�������
���
�2��� �+�1���������������

�����
��3������1�����
����� ����
�	 ��������"������ ���������
������	
�����1�4���������� 
��������������

����
����� ����
����+�������������
��%��������
�!������� �+�����

�
�
�

�
��������	�
��
��
�	������
����������������

���	���
���������
����	�
���������	����	�

������������ !��"�
# �!$����%&�"��

������'���5����
���
���� �
�

�����������
�����
�	������
geneva-ucc.org 

 
 
 
 

Spring 
by David E. Bumbaugh  

 
 
 
The seasons are shifting,  
The winter shades lifting, 
The springtime is filling 
Earth's children with mirth. 
The daffodil yellow,  
The south wind so mellow, 
The gentle rain falling, 
Upon the green earth. 
The song sparrow singing,  
New life quickly springing, 
All nature is telling 
A tale of rebirth: 
The deep wells of being,  
Beyond each day's seeing, 
O'er flowing with new Life, 
Restoring the earth.  
 
 



Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Choir Practice 
10:00 am Morning Worship 
11:00 am Coffee/ Fellowship 
 
 

 
Board Meetings & Events 
Mon  Apr 5 Various St. John’s Garage Sale 
    Organizing week starts 
Fri Apr 9 6:30  pm Book Club & Pot Luck 
Sun Apr 11 11:15 am Confirmation Class 
Sun Apr 18 9:00 am St. John’s Worship and 
    Work Day 
Sat Apr 24 8:30 am SoSoGo Breakfast 
Sun Apr 25 10:00 am New Member Sunday 
  11:00 am New Member Reception 
Fri Apr 30 8:00 am St. John’s Garage Sale 
Sat May 1 8:00 am St. John’s Garage Sale Redux 
Sun May 2 10:00 am Holy Communion 
    Immigration Rights Sunday 
    Global Missions Presentation 
 
 
Birthdays ! 

Brad M Mike R 
Caitlin M Carolyn F 
Todd N Brian R 
Ruth F Diane M 
Lynn R Carrie C 

 
 
Anniversaries !  
Joan and Jay R 27 Years 

 
If your birthday or anniversary isn’t listed above, please call the 
church office to update our records. 
 

Remember In Your Prayers… 
·  Pat Alcorn’s mother, Marcina (illness);  
·  Karen Howard’s brother, Bruce (illness); 
·  Karen Howard’s cousin, Tom (illness); 
·  Clyde Jones’ brother-in-law, Stu (illness); 
·  Catherine Erwin’s friend, Lynn (illness); 
·  Sue Cechner’s mother, Maxine (illness); 
·  Karen Stark’s father, Adolph (illness); 
·  Karen Haug’s mother (surgery & recovery); 
·  Karen Haug’s sister, Lynn (illness); 
·  Rev. Charlotte Nold, St. John UCC (illness); 
·  Mark Agnini’s friends, Oliver, Theresa and Tracy (illnes); 
·  Cheri Barrett’s daughter, Jenea (illness); 
·  Mike Rosier’s mother, Jan (illness); 
·  The many victim’s of the Haitian earthquakes. 
 
Additionally, please remember our ill and home-bound members:  
Emma Gene Buchanan, Betty Deitrich, Nell Graham, Elsie 
Hogancamp, Lucille Landberg, and Esther Wessels.  Finally, 
please pray for those serving in the military around the world. 
 
 

For the Record… 
Pulpit Associate volunteers for the coming months: 
 
April Mike Rosier 
May Dave Buchanan 
 

If you are interested in serving as Pulpit Associate or Usher talk 
with Barb Malone, Worship Board Chairperson.   
 
 
Food For Thought…  
“Spring is when you feel like whistling, even with a shoe 
full of slush.” 

  Doug Larson 



From The Pastor 
 
Grace and Peace to you all.   
 
I hope your Easter was blessed; more specifically -- I hope you 
experienced that the risen Christ may yet bless Easter. For let's 
face it, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is, even within the church, 
largely disbelieved in these post modern times. Outside the 
church, it is simply unacknowledged. Within the church, it is 
reduced to a symbol of some kind of enlightenment or 
rejuvenation.  
 
But can these reductions really explain the quickening of the 
infant church, the church's sustenance these two millennia, and 
the contributions and constraints with which it has endowed 
history and culture? Or more immediately, can these reductions 
explain the faithful's experience of the living Christ in their lives?  
 
They can't explain mine. Jesus Christ has been resurrected, and 
the risen Christ proclaims to his church, to all of us, a word of 
light and life and hope. May you all know this blessing in 
Eastertide and always. 
  
With you in Him, 

��������������������� ���
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From The Moderator 
             
As we await the April rains that “pierce the draught of March,” 
(Chaucer sayeth) we feel the movement of growth all around us.  
The Church is shaking itself awake after a long winter’s nap.  The 
Deacon’s Board is in full swing and the many activities 
accomplished and anticipated prove that the Church is vibrant and 
alive.  Thanks to generous members we had a very successful One 
Hour of Sharing collection and the pie throwing was well worth 
the effort (although I have to say that Gao is pretty aggressive in 
her throwing!)  By the way, does chocolate pudding rubbed into 
one’s scalp cause hair to grow?  If so, I am all for it.  Thanks to 
everyone who participated.  We also had our first SoSoGo event 
on the third Saturday in March, including games for the kids and 
adults with about 30 people in attendance.  We have planned more 
breakfasts once a month throughout the year.   
 
In March we began our monthly social justice movie series on 
Friday nights, with kid friendly movies for the children shown 
upstairs in the nursery.  So bring the entire family to these events.  
Starting soon, the church will be establishing a community 
garden, so if you have a “green thumb” let Lynnly know and she 
can put you to work. Thanks to everyone, the Church is doing 
well!  

 
The choir publicly performed a very special song Secure last 
month and received a nice round of applause.  It is a wonderful 
song and we will definitely sing it again in May in case you 
missed it. 

   
Remember to bring a friend to Church and preferably one who 
likes to sing!  See you there.  God bless.          

 
W. Clyde Jones, III ����  



�
       ��
In Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Walnut, in the center of 

the shopping district, I was suddenly overwhelmed with the 
realization that I loved all those people, that they were mine and I 

theirs, that we could not be alien to one another  
even though we were total strangers.  

 It was like waking from a dream of separateness. 
-- Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk.   
Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander 

 
Radical Hospitality is an understanding of our Judeo Christian 
ancients.   Hebrew scripture brings us stories of good people 
knocking on neighbors’ doors in the middle of the night because a 
visitor has shown up unexpectedly at their door, and religion and 
culture mandated gracious, generous hospitality.  The neighbors 
understood, it was their turn last spring, or perhaps next fall.   
Ones life was literally forfeit for the safety of a guest under ones 
roof.  Radical Hospitality is at its roots an expression of Love and 
Justice.    
 
The ancients were not the only ones who understood Radical 
Hospitality.  The Diary of Anne Frank is a story of Radical 
Hospitality.  Schindlers List is a story of Radical Hospitality.  
Thousands upon thousands of people risked their lives during 
World War Two, to be a source of short or long term aid to the 
hundreds of thousands of Jews and other marginalized, marked 
inferior, peoples who were the targets of unmitigated, 
undeserving, unconscionable violence and death. 
 
It may seem harder to see evidence of such Radical Hospitality in 
our day, but it is not as far away as you might imagine.  The quote 
above from Thomas Merton is an understanding of Radical 
Hospitality, a person looking out their own eyes and sincerely 
loving all those he sees.  The work of organizations like Exodus 

World Service and adoption agencies, domestic and international, 
are facilitators of Radical Hospitality.  
  
The Last Supper is a story of Radical Hospitality.  A known 
dissident, rabble rouser and his followers are welcomed and cared 
for and provided with a Passover meal.        The stand of the 
UCC, and other denominations ,for the rights of all peoples, not 
only in society, but at Christ’s Table, are acts of Radical 
Hospitality.   The acceptance of persecution, trial, crucifixion, and 
death by Jesus of Nazareth are acts of Radical Hospitality.     
 
This incredible congregation, this gathering of the people on a 
journey of faith we call First Congregational Geneva United 
Church of Christ, is feeling called to stretch, to grow, to pursue a 
new, expanded ministry of Radical Hospitality.  We are 
committing to looking both within, to our hearts and souls, and 
without to a world that seems flawed beyond repair, and to 
offering our best Radical Hospitality.     
 
Pastor Becca offered up this liturgy Sunday, We confess, O God, 
that we, like the disciples James and John, seek places of honor, 
privilege, and reward.  We succumb to the temptation to compare 
ourselves with others to our advantage.  We want greatness but 
not the greatness derived from service.  We talk of serving you, 
but we do not want the rank of servant.  We have little real 
understanding or commitment to what we might really do in your 
name.  Forgive us, gracious God. Amen.      
 
As we reflect this Holy Week and through Eastertide, let us renew 
our hearts, minds, and spirits to look out of “new eyes”, eyes that 
have seen that one person of Radical Love and Hospitality can, 
has, made a difference, acknowledge what we do already, and see 
what more we can do in his name.      
 
 
    Blessed Easter   
     -Pastor Catherine 
  



Prayer Team 
 

The FCCG Prayer Team’s focus for the 
month of April will be on remembering 
Christ’s sacrifice and our commitment to 
follow his example and try to make our 
path towards his example.  Remember to 
keep trying to devote 5 minutes a day in 

dedicated prayer.  Contact me if you have any prayer ideas for the 
future months.  You may contact Sue Cechner. 
 

 
What’s Up With the Missions Board? 

 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 18th!  We will be having a 
St. John’s UCC worship and work day in the city.  The 
confirmation class will be visiting St. John’s for service and all 
are invited to join them.  After church we will sponsor a quick 
lunch and will move on to helping them with some chores they 
have around the building.   
 
We will be holding our annual Offering of Letters for Bread for 
the World, beginning on April 25th.  This year’s topic is tax 
reform for low income families.  Sample letters, and more 
information regarding the topic will be available in church, as 
well as the names and addresses of all of our senators and 
representatives.  Plan to stay for coffee hour one Sunday in May 
and write out your letter.  All letters will be mailed together for 
the offering. 
 

CHANGE IN RUMMAGE SALE 
INFORMATION: 
As mentioned in past newsletters, we 
will hold a rummage sale to benefit 
St. John UCC in Chicago.  While the 
sale was originally planned for the 
first Saturday in June, we have since 
decided that it would be better to take 

advantage of the free advertising available if we participate in the 
Batavia City-wide Garage Sale weekend at the end of April.  The 
sale will be held in the storage area at the Marsh Products 
building in Batavia.  The sale itself will be held on Friday, April 
30th and Saturday, May 1st, from 8am until 4pm.  In order to have 
a successful sale, we could really use the following kinds of help: 
 
1) Donate items!  If you have some rummage you’d like to get 

rid of, you can bring it to our storage facility in Batavia.  
Contact Kim Valentine to set up a time for drop off.  If you 
need help getting things to the storage facility we can help 
make those arrangements. 

2) Come help us sort and price our rummage! Sign up for one 
of our sorting and pricing time slots during the week of April 
5th through the 9th.  Call Kim Valentine to schedule your time.  
Time slots are as follows: 
Monday (4/5) thru Friday (4/9):   9am to 5pm 
Monday Night (4/5):  7pm to 9pm 
Wednesday Night (4/7):  7pm to 9pm 
Thursday Night (4/8):  7pm to 9pm 

3) Help us hawk our rummage! We will need volunteers to 
man our sale on Friday the 30th and Saturday the 1st. You can 
come for all or part of the day.  Coffee and donuts in the 
morning and Lunch in the afternoon will be provided by the 
Missions Board.  Again, see Kim Valentine to schedule your 
rummage hawking time. 

 
Beginning this month, the Missions 
Board will be collecting canned 
foods and other items that are 
routinely needed by our local food 
pantries every week throughout the 
year.  It would be our fondest wish 
that everyone get in the habit of 
bringing food pantry items with 
them to church every Sunday, even 

if it’s just one can a week.  The collection tubs will stay at the 
entrance to the sanctuary at all times.  When full, we will be 
distributing them to the food pantry at St. John’s UCC church in 



Chicago, the food pantry at the Open Door Clinic in Aurora, and 
the Northern Illinois Food Depository.  The items most often 
needed by local food pantries includes: 
 
Canned Fruits & Vegetables 
Canned and Dried Soup Mixes 
Spaghetti Noodles and Pasta Sauce 
Canned Tuna or Chicken 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Diapers, size 4, 5, and 6 
Pancake Mix and Syrup 
Rice or Rice Mixes 
Canned or Dry Beans 
Peanut Butter and Jelly 
Baby Formulas 
 
The need for food pantry items is so great right now, that there 
will never be a lack of places to take our donated items.  This is 
one of the easiest ways to help people in our communities that are 
suffering the effects of the poor economy.  Please purchase a little 
something extra when you do your grocery shopping each week, 
and see what a big difference it can make. 
 

Starting in April, on the third Sunday of 
every month, the Missions Board will be 
making a short presentation, a Missions 
Moment, aimed at keeping the 
congregation better informed regarding 
all of the board’s activities.  We will talk 
about the different organizations that 
receive our budgetary disbursements, 

and the different programs we are involved in that don’t 
necessarily involve budgetary disbursements.  The first will be on 
Sunday, April 25th (we will be skipping the third Sunday rule for 
April, due to the St. John’s work day).  Come and hear about all 
the things you could be involved in that can make a difference in 
the world.  No one can do everything, but everyone can do 
something. 
 

Confirmation Classes 
 

Mark you calendars for the following 
important Confirmation dates: 
 
Sunday, April 11: Confirmation Class, 
11:30-12:30 
Sunday, April 18: St. John’s visit and work 
day 9:00am 
Saturday, May 22: Confirmation Dinner 
6:00pm 
Sunday, May 23: Confirmation Sunday, 
10:00am 
 
In addition to the above dates, the 

confirmation class (and anyone who would like to attend), will be 
visiting Trinity UCC church in Chicago on Sunday June 6th.  
Watch your bulletins and newsletters for more information on this 
trip. 
 
 
 

The 2010 Justice Series 
 

The 2010 Justice Series Movie 
Night marches on.  This series 
features movies with a social 
justice theme, and this for 2010 
includes: Farmingville, Fish 
Out of Water, How to Save the 
World and God Grew Tired of 
Us.  Farmingville, which was 
shown on March 26th, gave us a 
look at the issue of 

immigration, not in California or Texas, but on Long Island in 
New York.  Immigration is an issue that everyone must face, and 
this film gave us a sad look at how strong feelings can cause a 
world of damage.  All movies start at 7:30pm, with movie shorts 



and an informal pot luck starting at 7pm (and when we say 
informal we mean informal…bring whatever you feel like eating 
and share in whatever everyone else felt like eating – last week 
we had some beef stew, a chicken & artichoke casserole, a mound 
of potato chips and a bag of candies). Movies are shown in 
Fellowship Hall.  Admission is free, and nursery care is 
available.  The remaining Movie schedule is as follows: 
 
 April 30 How to Save the World 7:30pm 
  A documentary addressing environmentally  
  sustainable food practices. 
 
 May 28 Fish Out of Water 7:30pm 
  a spirited documentary that explores the  
  seven Bible passages notoriously used to condemn  
  homosexuality and justify marriage 
   discrimination 
 
 June 18 God Grew Tired of Us 7:30pm 
  A film about the lost boys of the Sudan. 
 
This is a great series, not to be missed.  Bring your friends and 
add some meat to your normal conversations.   
 
 
 

 
 

JULIET Meeting  
 
Juliets will meet at Nancy Hannah's home, 
1250 Fellows Street, St. Charles, on 
Friday, April 9, 1 to 3 p.m.  Please call 
Nancy, or Ruth Marsh  if you need a ride 
to come.  Everyone is welcome. 
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We were saddened recently by the 
news of the death of Ruth Feiker, on 
Sunday, March 28th.  She was a 
long-time and much-loved member 
of our congregation, and we will 
miss her terribly.  Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to her remaining 
family members, which includes 

several of Bill’s nieces and nephews.  A memorial service will be 
held at church on Saturday, April 17th, at 2pm, followed by a short 
reception.  Please call Kim Valentine or Ruth Marsh if you are 
interested in providing cookies for the reception. 
 
 

New Member Sunday 
 

We will be having a New 
Member Sunday on April 25th, 
2010, with a reception 
following the service.�   If you 
or someone you know is 
interested in joining our church, 

or if you would like more information about church membership, 
please speak with Pastor Clancy after church, or     e-mail the 
church office at  

geneva-ucc@sbcglobal.net, 
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Katherine Bettinghaus will be appearing in Noel Coward’s Blithe 
Spirit, at the Steel Beam Theatre.  The production opens April 9 
on their Main Stage, and is a romantic comedy that asks, When 
you place a call to the "other side," what happens if the wrong 
spirit picks up?  Performances are Fridays and Saturdays at 
8.00pm, and Sundays at 3.00pm from April 9 through May 2.  
You can call the theater for tickets at 630-587-8521. 
 
Katherine’s friend Charles will be appearing in A Tale of Two 
Cities, the Musical, which opens on April 25th.    The show is 
produced by the Jedlicka Performing Arts Center at Morton 
College, 3801 South Central Avenue, Cicero, IL.  Tickets can be 
ordered online at http://www.jpactheatre.com/index.php. 
 
 

 
 
The men’s group, Sons of God (SoSoGo), will have their first 
breakfast meeting on Saturday, April 24th, at 8:30am in 
Fellowship Hall.  All men and boys are welcome.  The group will 
meet on the last Saturday of each month for breakfast and manly 
discussions.  



 
 

The FCCG book club has been reading Henry Nouwen’s, The 
Return of the Prodigal Son, and will start their discussions with a 

pot luck supper on Friday, April 9th  
at 6:30pm in the Mayflower Room at church.   

Everyone is welcome,  
even if you didn’t get a chance to finish yet. 

 
 
 
Watch your newsletter next month for information 
regarding our Lazarus House dinner service date on 
Saturday, May 29th. 
 
 
 

The church is undertaking a 
community vegetable garden 
project this year, on the north 
side of the church building.  
Plots will be approx. 4’ wide by 
8’ long.  If you or someone you 
know is interested in having a 
vegetable garden plot, please 
contact Lynnly Buchanan for 

information regarding cost, timing and garden rules.  Construction 
will begin in late April, for mid-May planting. 

What is a Global Missions Church? 
 

Global Ministries is the joint witness of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ responsible 
for nurturing relationships with international partners.  Global 
Ministries international partners are autonomous churches, 
ecumenical organizations, councils of churches, indigenous 
churches, educational and healthcare institutions, and sustainable 
development organizations around the world.  Churches that 
partner with Global Ministries are Global Missions Churches.  
Being a Global Mission Church is a way to challenge church 
members to stretch toward a new level of interest in, and 
commitment to, God's world.  First Congregational Church of 
Geneva has signed up with Global Missions to become a Global 
Missions Church.  On Sunday, May 2nd David Coatsworth will be 
coming from the Global Ministries office in Cleveland for a 
Global Ministries presentation during services. Don’t miss it! 
 
 

St. John’s Worship and Work Day 
Sunday April 18th  

If you would like to attend, please contact Pastor Becca 
or Pastor Catherine 

 
 

From the Deacons Board 
 
The new Deacons Board will have a meeting on Sunday, April 
11th, at 11:15am, following services.  If you’re interested in 
knowing more about what it means to be a Deacon, or curious 
about our new Shepherd program we’re organizing, come to our 
meeting on the 11th.  We will also discuss planning for the 
reception following the memorial service for Ruth Feiker on April 
17th, and the reception following the service on New Member 
Sunday on April 25th. 


