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by Bill Dahl

Unconvinced, we can'’t lehemin.
Uncertain what to do with sin.
Unsettled becaudbeyare here.
Undue stress of misdirected fear.

Unbelievable, the insensitivity of man.
Unwilling to do all we can.

Unconscious of the opportunity to rise above,
Unjust policies that can be slain with love.

Unswerving loyalty to a partisan creed.
Unabated cries of those in need.
Undisturbed, is how we prefer to live.
Unconscionable, man’s inability to forgive.

Unbalanced adoration of power and might.
Uncomfortable adjustments required to do what’s right.
Uncertain about the legitimacy of a border fence ané.ga
Unbearable guilt over ungodly hate.

Unearth in us, the will to stand tall.
Unspeakable injustice harms us all.
Unfortunate inequities cast a vast pall.
Unfounded self-righteousness blinds us all.

Under the lies, truth has a face.
Uncommon courage, its namedsace
Underscore the urgency in this nation.
Undo the injustice oimmigrace-un.
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Sunday Schedule

9:00 am Choir Practice
10:00 am Morning Worship
11:00 am Coffee/ Fellowship

YU

Board Meetings & Events
Sun May 9 Mother’s Day
Sat May 15 8:30 am SoSoGo BReakfast
Sun May 16 10:00 am Choir Sunday
Sat May 22 6:00 pm Confirmation Dinner
Sun May 23 10:00 am Confirmation Sunday
Fri May 28 7:00 pm Justice Series Movie Il
Sat May 29 6:00 pm Lazarus House Dinner
Sun Jun 6 9:00 am  Trinity Church visit
10:00 am Holy Communion
11:15 am  Missions Board meeting
Sun Jun 13 10:00 am Outdoor Service, Riverpark

Birthdays !
Claire B Joseph B
Marion B Anna M
Livy M Debbie B
Ruth M Henry B
Denise F

Anniversaries !

Sharon and Clyde J 45Years
Lea and Mike R 34 Years
Sue Cechner and Dan B 28 ears
Jackie and Earl W 53Years
Debbie and Craig B 27Years

If your birthday or anniversary isn't listed above, please call the
church office to update our records.

Remember In Your Prayers...
- Karen Howard’s brother, Bruce (iliness);
Karen Howard’s cousin, Tom (iliness);
Pat Alcorn’s friend, Josephine (illness);
Sue Cechner’s mother, Maxine (illness);
Clyde Jones’ brother-in-law, Stu (illness);
Catherine Erwin’s friend, Lynn (iliness);
Karen Stark’s father, Adolph (illness);
Cheri Barrett’s daughter, Jenea (iliness);
Mike Rosier's mother, Jan (illness);
The people in China and Chile affected by the earthquakes;
The people of Angola who are being forced from their é®m

Additionally, please remember our ill and home-bound mesabe
Emma Gene Buchanan, Betty Deitrich, Nell GrahamsieEl
Hogancamp, Lucille Landberg, and Esther Wessels. Fjnally
please pray for those serving in the military aroundatbdd.

For the Record...
Pulpit Associate volunteers for the coming months:

voimes oo May Dave Buchanan
V. June Open
July Open

If you are interested in serving as Pulpit Associate sheld talk
with Barb Malone, Worship Board Chairperson.

Food For Thought...
“Some are kissing mothers and some are scolding
mothers, but it is love just the same

Pearl Buck



From The Pastor

Often, when, out of the blue, | have similar exparénor hear
similar things back to back, it causes me to reflect upem.
This happened recently.

The first incident involved the HIV/AIDS clinic that iskions, at
Carolyn Fabian's behest, has begun to support. One ofitiges

that the clinic wants us all to know is that the vihas not gone
away. In fact it has increased and is increasing. Whatgbae
away is public knowledge of it.

The second incident involved the Haitian earthquake. Th€ UC
missionary who was present during the earthquake wasthee¢
Elmhurst College sharing his experiences of Haiti --gme post
earthquake. One of the things that he wanted us to knowats
despite the initial outpouring of public support, that
almost nothing has been done to clear the rubble, mush les
rebuild. I'm sure that Dave Buchanan, having just returreed f
Haiti, would back this up. The catastrophe remains. What ha
gone away is public knowledge of it.

Reflecting on these two incidents bore home to na¢ we have

all been seduced by the workings of mass media. Images and
reports of catastrophe bombard us. We respond. The imades an
reports disappear. We forget. What this produces is less than
optimal support of catastrophes. It's not quite tokenisminitial
outpouring is necessary; but it tends in that direction.

This all argues for a deeper response to catastropheh-gludial
catastrophe and those we find in our own backyard or ewegr un
our own roofs. That deeper response is along the lines of
relationship and partnership, much like we've endeavored to
initiate at St. John's in Chicago or with Mr. Njorge oéria.
Through relationship and partnership, we can not only effect
better and more long term support, but we can let broteas
sisters far and near know that we seek to shouldér ihedens
along with them.

"Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you fulfill the law of
Christ." Paul's words are as relevant as when they wereewritt
Here's to a deeping sense of Mission -

With you in His service,

From The Moderator

What a busy place the Church has become! Between the
rummage sale, vegetable garden, SoSoGo breakfast, justice
movie, choir practice, funeral of good friend and churatvice
there is little time to lollygag. Our first renewad the SoSoGo
breakfast was a great success with 17 manly men indatiea

and a lecture from Dave Buchanan about his experienEitn

last month. He and each of the 25 trip participants &amhtwo
duffle bags (50 pound each) of medicine and other necessities
with them and they were distributed to the medicalicland
citizens there. He helped build a house for one ofdhelies at

the top of a hill that had been destroyed in the earthquihkeas

quite a feat. Dave is going to give another lecture mthures

one of these days after church. Keep an eye onulketib for
notice of the time and place. After breakfast tfenily men went
hunting for dandelions and managed to fill two large wdstgs

with them and other miscellaneous weeds. Our next SoSoG
breakfast is scheduled for Saturday morning, Ma¥), B530am.

Be there or be square!

Remember to bring a friend to Church and preferably ohe w
likes to sing! See you there. God bless.

W. Clyde Jones, lli
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Easter has come and gone in our time, and spring isl ibldam.

Allergy sufferers have learned to keep their favoaighistamine
near by. Spring breaks are over and the kids sensthéhachool
year is starting its frantic slide to the end of arotjear. The

post-Easter season holds the promise of many endings and

beginnings. The next few months hold yearly final exams,
graduations and the wonderful explosion of spring/summer
weddings. Endings and beginnings.

The followers of Jesus of Nazareth too were facingngsdand
beginnings. Their friend, leader, teacher and rabbi has be
unjustly accused, brutally murdered, and miraculously
reappeared, but not to stay. There is great confusion{ grea
sadness, mourning, and discussions in the still momenishatf
to do now. We can see from our lofty vantage poiat they
chose well. While little is recorded of it, | am surere was
anger, and talk of retribution, and feelings of powerlessrand
hopelessness. If HE couldn't make these things happake m
real the wonderful hope of change they had seen in Wwimat
chance had they?!? They choose to leave us the greeeus of
an entire, global-wide way of life. Yes way of liféf Christianity
was “just” a “religion” it would have soon been po&t$ and died
an early death. Instead many early Christians diad“tieath” to
insure that the way of living embodied in Christ Jesuedlion,
eventually to come to us. They could have chosen to dighiort,
bloody, deadly war. Instead they chose the harder cotose



follow the teachings, the example of the incrediblainate God

in Christ, and lived their faith till their last breatio do that the
first thing they must have done was the huge job ofifergss.
For the message to ring true, to reach those who ddedeear,
forgiving the world for taking Jesus from them had to be
accomplished. Pentecost was the still present gift f8od of the
Holy Spirit with them, with us, empowering even thegieeness

of the murder of Jesus Christ.

Take some time this month to look in your heart, your mind.
What ancient hurts continue to pain you? What slights
unwarranted attacks of peoples or systems continue ¢b yiool
back from the fullness of all that life, life in Cétj can be? What
burdens of sorrow are you needing to gently releasenfregiu

to face the future with renewed purpose, renewed hope? Thes
can be painful explorations, but necessary. Jesleslaah us and

the disciples to forgive, not just seven times bwesgy times
seven. He knew what he was talking about. He knew how
crippling these chains could be, and how much we, his people,
would need His words of encouragement and peace to liyeiriull
His love. The joy and cost of Discipleship, as Choiste again
shows us the way to Him, and Home.

Be outside and experience the warmth of the sun, thstigrof
nature, while the warmth of the Son, and the growtfaitf are in
your hearts.

Blessings, Catherine

Prayer Team
The FCCG Prayer Team’s focus for the
month of May will be praying for all our
graduates and future leaders to assist them in
carrying on God's mission here on
earth. Remember to keep trying to devote 5
minutes a day in dedicated prayer. Contact
me if you have any prayer ideas for the future montfeu may
contact Sue Cechner.

What's Up With the Missions Board?

We will be holding our annual Offering of Letters for Bdefor
the World in May. This year’s topic is tax reform fow income
families. Sample letters, and more information regardhe
topic will be available in church, as well as the narassl
addresses of all of our senators and representativas téktay
for coffee hour one Sunday in May and write out youefettAll

letters will be mailed together for the offering.

Beginning this month, the Missions
Board will be collecting canned
foods and other items that are
s routinely needed by our local food
Palﬂl‘! pantries every week throughout the
/ year. It would be our fondest wish
that everyone get in the habit of
bringing food pantry items with
them to church every Sunday, even
if it's just one can a week. The collection tubs wtihy at the
entrance to the sanctuary at all times. When fudl, will be
distributing them to the food pantry at St. John’s U®@rch in
Chicago, the food pantry at the Open Door Clinic in Aay@nd
the Northern lllinois Food Depository. The items snhaften
needed by local food pantries includes:

Canned Fruits & Vegetables
Canned and Dried Soup Mixes
Spaghetti Noodles

Canned Tuna or Chicken
Macaroni & Cheese

Diapers, size 4, 5, and 6
Pancake Mix and Syrup

Baby Formulas

Peanut Butter & Jelly
Pasta Sauces

Canned or Dry Beans
Rice or Rice Mixes
Pancake Mix and Syrup

The need for food pantry items is so great right ndat there
will never be a lack of places to take our donatedstermhis is
one of the easiest ways to help people in our comnesttiiat are
suffering the effects of the poor economy. Pleasehase a little



something extra when you do your grocery shopping each week,
and see what a big difference it can make.

Starting in April, on the third Sunday of
every month, the Missions Board will be
making a short presentation, a Missions
Moment, aimed at keeping the
congregation better informed regarding
all of the board’s activities. We will talk
about the different organizations that
receive our budgetary disbursements,
and the different programs we are involved in that don't
necessarily involve budgetary disbursements.

As it has been said before, the Missions Board coulgpraxzeed
without the generosity of this congregation. It is withur giving

of time, talent and treasures that this board can sugm®rmany
outreach programs it does. So as a board we felt that by
communicating to the entire church what we are involved in
monthly, you could be more active if you so choose.
Each month we will tell you about the various actesti such as
Lazarus House Dinners, our Rummage Sale for St. Johns, and
when we collect Hats and Gloves for Cameron Schdwsé& are
some of the things that have been going on for a long, thut
might be news to those just joining the church. And wi lvei
telling you of new events such as the welcome home pafikets
Exodus World Services and other ideas as they come up.

In addition we will talk about our Monthly disbursemgntvho

receives them and why, and also our two “Power of $508ajlo
gives that were initiated as part of our quest to be @&bl
Mission Church.

The UCC has a resolution that will be put up for voteuineJthat
each UCC church become a Global Mission church. Taking
look at what was involved and how our church was already
putting the WIDER in Wider Missions Board, the board vdted
take on being a Global Mission church.

The UCC has a saying: "To believe is to Care, to Caie 3o".
Jesus Cared for Everyone. No one shall be left owt Bhhow
we feel and what we do, so the move to a Global chardh
seemed right.

Now, as mentioned earlier, the two $50 gives are part of thi
Global Mission. Each month 2 groups that represent rdifte
missions around the world will receive a $50 donation. $50
doesn't seem like a lot but globally it can do great thitfggou

look at this month's recipients you will see that $50adsg to
Trees for the Future to plant 500 trees to help reduc€@in

the world. The other recipient is UNICEF, where our $50 w
purchase 2 cartons of high energy protein biscuits to go to
malnourished children. So you can see how much good you can
do in the world for the price of a tank of gas, or alladtjersey

or movie tickets with popcorn and drinks. And if any of you
would like to make a donation to either of this monthtsbgl
organizations you can put it in your envelope and mark ithe
outside and we will make sure it gets there.

We have also partnered with the OPEN DOOR CLINIC inchar
and Elgin as part of the UCC's call to churches toeese the
level of awareness about HIV and aids. They received our
monthly give of $500. In addition we would like to keep their
food pantry stocked. We will have a bin by the door and aalste
of having a Food Pantry Sunday, we ask that wheneverhau s
pick up a few items for the pantry and bring it in. Thewglly
need protein based items like tuna and peanut butter, amd thei
clients can make Ramon noodles go a long way. We sl be
adding them to the Aldi food card disbursements monsalyhey

can purchase fresh fruits and vegetables.

Our objective with this Mission Moment and | promise il wi
become more of a ‘moment’ as we get settled into twodisperse
the information to the congregation, is to keep everyofeemed
of how we are maintaining our global outreach, of dousjige
and charity in the world. We hope with these momenesyane
is given the opportunity to care and to do.



Confirmation Class
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Confirmation Classes

Mark you calendars for the following
important Confirmation dates:

- Saturday, May 22: Confirmation Dinner
1 1 6:00pm
\ Sunday, May 23: Confirmation Sunday,
10:00am

|: " In addition to the above dates, the
' o confirmation class (and anyone who would

™ J| ./ like to attend), will be visiting Trinity UCC

s church in Chicago on Sunday Jund. 6
I Watch your bulletins and newsletters for
more information on this trip.

JULIET Meeting
Please join us Friday, May 21, 1 p.m. at the
Friendship Center at Ekstam House at the
Holmstad for a Juliets meeting. We will do our
best to get our friends and members who live at
the Holmstad to join us for this time of dessert
, and visiting. You can enter through Mickelson
Health Center or directly into Ekstam House. If yoeda ride,
please call Nancy Hannah or Ruth Marsh.

The 2010 Justice Series

The 2010 Justice Series Movie
Night marches on. This series
features movies with a social
justice theme, and this for 2010
includes:Farmingville, Fish Out of
Water, How to Save the Worldnd
God Grew Tired of UsAll movies
start at 7:30pm, with movie shorts
and an informal pot luck starting at 7pm (and when we say
informal we mean informal...bring whatever you feel |&ating
and share in whatever everyone else felt like eatMg)ies are
shown in Fellowship Hall.Admission is free, and nursery care
is available The remaining movie schedule is as follows:

May 28 Fish Out of Water 7:30pm

a spirited documentary that explores the

seven Bible passages notoriously used to condemn
homosexuality and justify marriage

discrimination

June 18 God Grew Tired of Us 7:30pm

A film about the lost boys of the Sudan.

MEN'S BREAKFAST

The men’s group, Sons of God (SoSoGo), will have thext n
breakfast meeting on Saturday, May'15t 8:30am in Fellowship
Hall. All men and boys are welcome. The group will treeethe
last Saturday of each month for breakfast and mastudsions.
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From the Stark Family:
We would like to invite the whole church to our Open House
Celebration:

Please come and celebrate with us!

You can pick your own reason or share one of ours
Claire's Graduation 2010, May 16

Karl and Paige's confirmation May 23

Karl's 8th grade graduation May 28

Grandma Schumann birthday May 30 she is turning "86"
Anniversaries: Karen & Ron 88'

Adolph and Rotha Schumann's will be

celebrating 65 years on June 2 (Karen's parents)
and also...

The Stark family moving to Philly send off Party!!!

Start Time:

Sunday, May 30, 2010 at 2:00pm till 11 p.m.
Location:

Heritage Prairie Farm

2N308 Brundige Road

Elburn, IL

You can add your own celebration....let me know I'll order a
cake....please come and join us!

Open House - bring a dish to passwe will provide the drinks
and meat. We are looking into a band.



PS from Karen... | know it's a busy weekend, bryogr relatives
if they are visiting you...we don’'t mind. If we it see you have
very safe travels.

Beginning immediately, we will be participating i€hili's
Pepper Profits Program where 10% of your purchases at Chili's
in Batavia will be given to our church. Every timeu eat there,
present one of the vouchers included in this navesland FCCG
will be credited with 10% of your purchase. We lwgéceive
checks monthly, and will apply them to different rtbwvhile
organizations and needs. For April and May we hallusing the
profit sharing proceeds to help pay the medicds laf a church
friend who had a kidney transplant but has no &sce. This is a
great way to help your church while you enjoy ahhigut. Watch
your bulletins and newsletters for info about spkedChurch
Family Dinner at Chili's nights!




Our community garden project is off and running. On Sunday,
May 2" we filled our boxes, and now patiently await the day we
can plant our gardens without fear of frost. Here soee
pictures to help you share in the fun...

Becca and her first-time gardeners Avi, May and Gaordathe
dirt with shovels and rakes and implements of destnuctio

We have a total of nine raised beds this year, eachdg y 8’
long. We have made a commitment to chemical fegtiliand
pesticide free gardening, so we are busy researching differe
ways to encourage growth and discourage pests in a safealna
way. We are open to any and all suggestions, wive’s talds
what-not, so feel free to call us, stop by, or drop lisaif you
have some great tactic your great-grandmother used tim s
garden.

The Buchanan boys hard at work...

Our whole work crew...

We have two beds that will be planted with strawbeyriematoes
and zucchini, so that we can provide fresh produce to the
Methodist church soup kitchen down the street.
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Rummage Sale Results!
We have good news and bad news related to our second annua
Church rummage sale to benefit St. John’s United Chuoifch
Christ...the good news is that we were able to make just ove
$1900.00 dollars for St. John’s. The bad news is that patir R
Marsh is going to need physical therapy on her arm ¢over
from carrying all that cash around. We really beat jestr's
sales total ($600.00) to a pulp. It was a great sale whidd oot
have been accomplished without the hard work of everydre
gave their time, talents and no-longer-needed treassoethank
you to everyone who volunteered. Some lessons veanmdd
which we will not soon forget.l) there is someone to buy
everything, so don't go making any bets about what wotlt se
and 2) don't donate your husband’s things if he’s going to be
helping pull everything out for sale in the morning and sghini
notice.

Back from Haiti
Dave Buchanan is back from his recent mission triplagi, and
will be presenting a slide show and discussion abouttripe
sometime in June. We are trying to coordinate the prats@mt
with a visit from the pastor who runs the medical iclin
orphanage and school which Dave visited and worked at. hwWatc
your newsletters and bulletins for the date.

LATE BREAKING NEWS
Associated Press, Monday, May 3, 2010

GENEVA, lllinois — The Associated Press reports thisnimg
that the Pastor of the First Congregational ChurclGeheva,
Rev. Rebecca Clancy, has located a source of orgampasted,
goat manure for the church’s community garden. She will
attempt to haul back enough for all gardeners to usesinrdised
beds.



