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Au Vieux Jardin
By Richard Aldington

| have sat here happy in the gardens,
Watching the still pool and the reeds
And the dark clouds

Which the wind of the upper air

Tore like the green leafy boughs

Of the divers-hued trees of late summer;
But though | greatly delight

In these and the water-lilies,

That which sets me nighest to weeping
Is the rose and white color of the smooth flag-stones,
And the pale yellow grasses

Among them.



Sunday Schedule

9:00 am Choir Practice
10:00 am Morning Worship
11:00 am Coffee/ Fellowship

Board Meetings & Events

Sun July4  10:00 am Holy Communion
Independence Day !

Sun July 11 10:00 am Donna Dudley visit
Tracey Tieman baptism

Sun July 18 11:30 am  Worship Board Meeting

Sun July 25 11:30 am  Council Meeting

Sat July31 6:00 pm Lazarus House dinner

Sun Augl 10:00 am Holy Communion

Sun Aug 8 11:30 am Deacons Board meeting

Birthdays !

Pat A Craig B
Nicolas G Taylor H
Hayley M Alec F
Bart P Jack B
David B Dave V
Emaline S Lori B
Spencer S Ron S

Anniversaries !
No July Anniversaries...

If your birthday or anniversary isn't listed above, please call the
church office to update our records.

Remember In Your Prayers...

- Karen Howard’s brother, Bruce (iliness);
Karen Howard’s cousin, Tom (iliness);
Pat Alcorn’s friend, Josephine (illness);
Pat Alcorn’s mother, Marcina (iliness);
Sue Cechner’s mother, Maxine (illness);
Clyde Jones’ brother-in-law, Stu (illness);
Catherine Erwin’s friend, Lynn (iliness);
Karen Stark’s father, Adolph (illness);
Cheri Barrett’s daughter, Jenea (iliness);
Mike Rosier's mother, Jan (illness);

Additionally, please remember our ill and home-bound mesabe
Emma Gene Buchanan, Betty Deitrich, Nell GrahamsieEl
Hogancamp, Lucille Landberg, and Esther Wessels. Fjnally
please pray for those serving in the military aroundatbdd.

For the Record...
, Pulpit Associate volunteers for the coming months:
vonss oo Jully Barb Malone
V August Open
September Open

If you are interested in serving as Pulpit Associate sheld talk
with Barb Malone, Worship Board Chairperson.

Food For Thought...
“A patriot must always be ready to defend his country
against his governmeht

Edward Abbey



From The Pastor

When | first came to serve First Congregational Churchilynéan
years ago | mentioned to someone that | had been a memtter of
United Church of Christ from the cradle. "Is that so@résponded.
"Well we don't pay much attention to denominations around here,
which is why we are non-denominational.” | was dumbfounded. |
panicked as | rushed to the conclusion that I'd just made alderrib
mistake, that I'd just missed something really big. Couldejt my
mind raced, that I'd just committed to serve a church | thowglst
U.C.C. but was not? "You're non-denominational?" | stammered,
aghast. There was nothing more | could say at that point without
exposing the travesty in which | was complicit, so | bag&yawith

a flushed face and glassy eyes. Who could | possiblycas&nfirm

the identification of the denomination of the church | was
now serving, anttowcould | ask without sounding like a buffoon?

As it happened, the person had simply given me misinformdiam
some reason, he thought the church was non-denominational. Who
knows why? What it pointed up to me, however, is that, for some
people at least, the denominational identity of the chua$ not as

high as it could be.

How times have changed. The denominational identity of hinect
has grown and is growing. There are many reasons for @mis.
member came into the church with a close affiliationhi Hlinois
Conference. Catherine has just joined a ministry at the Fadleyw
Association. Our students In-Care are closely engagedanither
of the Fox Valley Association's ministries. But more esaby, |
think it is because the denomination has experienced a kind of
rebirth that is timely and compelling. It has reallyigied and
enacted its identity as a denomination of bold and progressiva s
witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is engagindptiaé church
to follow suit. As many of us have been drawn more deeptytie
denomination, | invite you too as well. There are as many firem
laity involved as from clergy, and there is much work to be dane
good start is to attend Association, Conference, or GeneraddSy
Meetings. Another is to study the UCC's webpage. Anothéo is
attend an offering, or join a board or committee, like thek force
that has just been formed through the lllinois Confereneeltocate

for immigration justice. The UCC has become a way to gagand
transform our society in the name and spirit of JesusClirs well
worth the time to consider.

With you in His service,

From The Moderator

| am still recovering nicely with physical therapy thtaees a week.
The leg is getting stronger and | am regaining my balanceas It
surprising what happens when you tear an Achilles tenddntheA
moment the therapist is trying to get me to stand ortaag on the
left foot. All my life | could do that but not now. Anyhow the
doctor is pleased with my progress so get out the tutuearidose
the swans!!

Thanks to the efforts of my wife Sharon and Mike Rosierhad a
wonderful Sunday service in the RiverPark alongside the FeerR
The weather co-operated (overcast so not too hot), the chngr sa
Nat Brand pulpited, Mike played and sang a couple of pieres
everyone was happy to be outside. Becca’s sermon on tti@nJor
River was very appropriate.

Please remember to bring your change and canned foods to Church
We need your change to fill up the 5-gallon water bottle thed
canned food for the food pantry.

Remember to bring a friend to Church and preferably one ikés |
to sing! See you there. God bless.

W. Clyde Jones, llI



Questions Before Dark

Day ends, and before sleep
when the sky dies down, consider
your altered state: has this day
changed you? Are the corners
sharper or rounded off? Did you
live with death? Make decisions
that quieted? Find one clear word

that fit? At the sun’s midpoint
did you notice a pitch of absence,
bewilderment that invites
the possible? What did you learn
from things you dropped and picked up
and dropped again? Did you set a straw
parallel to the river, let the flow
carry you downstream?

Jeanne Lohmann froithe Light of Invisible Bodies

The God of love we see so clearly revealed in JesustCheated
this incredible, glorious world, and then lived, and diadi. We

are called by God to pay attention to the detail ofwgld. It is

in the detail that we can see how incredibly, achinGlgd cares
about this incomparable Creation. Such detail, suchrgiiye
such wonder comes from a caring God.

A friend and | spoke the other day about the concerns in our
world. We wondered just how long the oil will continteepour

into our water system, and just how long it will beilunt realize

just what far reaching devastation is being wrought upon our
world. We spoke of the numerous court proceedings inwglvi
people in positions of supposed trust here in lllinois, and
wondered where we would find candidates that were worthy,

honest people to vote for. We spoke of being tired oéttirides
of disregard that seem so prevalent, that seem to the @ore of
some of these situations.

And then we spoke of the children in our lives, of their gog
wonder of this world. We spoke of their insatiable cutjosind

their need to explore. And then we spoke of hope, and our
commitment to get up each day and do our best to leadthones
Godly lives, and to help teach the young ones in our spihait
there is such a thing as right and wrong, and that you diways

get what you want, and that that was often a very gioiag.

My friend pays attention to the details of life. The peogl this
congregation continue to make commitments to pay attent
the details of life. Of the gentle breath of a pleg child — of the
joy of children splashing in the clear water of the rigerlake.
May we all watch, and may we continue to have hopettie
future, and may we continue to get up each day and tily twur
part to serve this creation and all within it — this fidtm a loving
God.

Blessings,
Catherine

Prayer Team

The FCCG Prayer Team’'s focus for the

month of July will for all the people, animals,

and enviroments affected by natural (Haiti)

and man-made disasters (ie Gulf oll

spill) . Remember to keep trying to devote 5

minutes a day in dedicated prayer. Contact
me if you have any prayer ideas for the future montesu may
contact Sue Cechner..




What's Up With the Missions Board?

Food Pantry Needs- The Missions
Board is collecting canned foods
and other items that are routinely
needed by our local food pantries
every week throughout the year. It
would be our fondest wish that
everyone get in the habit of bringing
food pantry items with them to
church every Sunday, even if it's
just one can a week. The collection tubs will staghatentrance
to the sanctuary at all times. When full, we will distributing
them to the food pantry at St. John’s UCC church in Qoicthe
food pantry at the Open Door Clinic in Aurora, and thethern
lllinois Food Depository.

The items most often needed by local food pantriesicied:
Canned Fruits & Vegetables Baby Formulas

Canned and Dried Soup Mixes Peanut Butter & Jelly
Spaghetti Noodles Pasta Sauces

Canned Tuna or Chicken Canned or Dry Beans
Macaroni & Cheese Rice or Rice Mixes
Diapers, size 4, 5, and 6 Pancake Mix and Syrup
Pancake Mix and Syrup

Angola Mission visit — On Sunday, July 11 we will welcome
Donna Dudley, from the Illlinois Conference
UCC’s Angola Mission group, to worship with us
and speak with us regarding the UCC’s work in
Angola and her experience as the UCC's
missionary there. She went from an average Joe
congregation member to a full time missionary in
the blink of an eye after her first trip there several
years ago, and her story is quite interesting. JoinMissions
Board in welcoming Donna and stay for a missions meeting
afterward in which we will hear about the UCC’s invohaarh
and work in Angola.

Change for Change- You may recall, back on May'% David

Coatsworth, from the Global Ministries office in Cléaved, OH,

spent the day with us speaking about what it means #ogiebal

missions church. At the time, he discussed severatiags by

other churches, begun by children in many cases, in wheh th

collected change from congregation members each weelpguand
the change to some specific use, whether
it be supplying clean bottled water for
victims of the Haitian earthquake, or
lunches for a local homeless shelter. He
discussed the importance of such
‘unplanned giving’, in which you don't
think through what you might put into
the collection plate this week or next, but
you just toss in whatever change you
might have in pocket or purse on Sunday
when the plate comes around. We too
will start collecting change, in the hopes
of filling a 5 gallon water jug, so that we
all can make change with change. Our
Goal is to collect enough change to
sponsor a

Gift Ark
through Heifer International. A Gift
Ark  will be an amazing

accomplishment. Through the ark. two

cows bring milk and income to a

Russian village. Two sheep help

families in Arizona produce wool.

Two camels help families in Tanzania

earn income by transporting agricultural and industrial rzdse
Two oxen pull plows and carts in Uganda. Two water boiffesllp
Cambodian families increase rice production through arinzt
power. And that's just the first five sets of animalsan. ark
provides 15 pairs of animals to change lives. We are veitedxc
about our newly set goal, one that will require usctdlect
$5000.00, but also one that will demonstrate the amazing
effectiveness of God’s Love in action. Help us reachgwal; a
little change can make a lot of change.



Refugee Ministry — Action Opportunity The following items are needed for each kit. Itemsliadted in
yellow are still needed for our current kit, but you cackpip

You may recall a newsletter anything on the list and we will store it in the currentaduture

article back in February in kit.

which the Missions Board

discussed their visit from

Exodus World Services. At

that meeting board members

received their initial refugee

ministry training. During the
training we discussed the plight of refugees throughouivtité,
specific issues they face when they come to the fSrehces in
cultures, and different ways that our congregation cecoime
involved in helping. The main program we plan to partieiia, ’ #
now and going forward, is thi&elcome Kit Program. $$ #

$$ # #
The Welcome Kit program involves our congregation collecting % &
the supplies necessary to start a family out when firgyarrive I #
in the US. As we discussed during our workshop, refugees lose
everything, frequently arriving in the US with little mdrean one
suitcase for a family of 4 or 5 or 6. By the time tlagsive they
will have spent many years fleeing violence and persecusiuh, ! )* &
have spent a good deal of time barely getting by infagee ! )! $$ #
camp (on average five years there). If you would likes¢e +& % "
pictures of what a refugee camp looks like, come in Aufprst +-05 Op
Dave Buchanan'’s photo journal presentation from histtridaiti
last April. We will be helping refugee families in thbi€ago are
build a new home with the supplies from our Welcome Kit R
: : i . % ( !

program. Items we will be collecting for the welo®rkit are
included in this insert. Our goal is to complete one kitg a ! O
personally deliver it to an arriving family, every three four -%,1 & % " % 2
months. If you would like to help us fill the Welcome Kt Kim % - %
Valentine, our welcome kit program coordinator, know what 3 + I
item(s) you will be purchasing. We will have two kitarted at a #$$ !
time, so that excess items can be moved to thekitextYou can I
contact Kim Valentine, or any of the missions boaeinhers, if ’
you have any questions.
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& 5" # The men’s group, Sons of God (SoSoGo), will have thext n

breakfast meeting on Saturday, July'1at 8:30am in Fellowship
Hall. All men and boys are welcome. The group will treeethe
last Saturday of each month for breakfast and lipbtes.
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JULIET Meeting
Juliets will not be meeting in July due to
everyone’s sporadic summer schedule. They will
resume meeting in August, at the Ekstam building
at Holmstad, and will determine the date and time
in early August.

Haiti Presentation

Join us after church on
Sunday, August®] for a

slide presentation by
Dave Buchanan about
his trip last April to

Haiti. The presentation
will take place in the
Mayflower Room

during coffee hour.

Lazarus House

Our next Lazarus House dinner service date is Saturday3Zfuly
We will be serving Burgers, hot Dogs and Brats on the gll,
well as corn on the cob and summer salads. If youldvike to
contribute to the purchase of the meat items, or helpopa
hamburgers and shuck corn before dinner, call Lynnly, orecom
by church on Saturday night (7/31/10) at 5pm. You can also sign
up for preparing other things like potato salad and fruit salad,
bring the juice, milk, or Charcoal. Call Lynnly or tloburch
office for more info.

Angola: A Time of Healing and Opportunity
Written by Rev. Donna Dudley
March 29, 2008

Greetings from Luanda, the capital of Angola! It isuangery
February day here as | am just beginning to represental
Ministries - and you! -in this particular place, in this glok
mission partnership.

My first six mission months, August 2007 through mos
January, involved language study in Lisbon to learn as
Portuguese as possible before arriving in Angola. ThankfL
had two excellent and very patient teachers.

Let's just say that my

learning  curve  bore

testimony to the

advantages of tackling a

new language as a child,

not significantly later in

life! Becoming more

proficient in Portuguese

will be an ongoing

challenge, and an

important part of working

with people in a spirit of equality and partnership. A portof
my work also will find my English of value as a numbdi
proposals and reports for donors need to be in English.

Ready or not language wise, | now am livind-tranda, Angola’
capital, working in the Evangelical Congregational Chunc
Angola (IECA), in their Department of Social AssistanSaudie:
and Projects (DASEP). This is the area, given the magtwee!
IECA's needs and my skills, to which | have beesigned b
Rev. Augusto Chipesse, the General Secretary of IEQ¥SHF
is IECA's community outreach arm that addresses isdws
include: extending health care; opening doors for educatio
training; creating sustainable development projects; aoritimg
to further reconciliation among people and justice iruilding



communities during this time of peace. | am a Program #asd
to Luis Samacumbi, General Director of DASEP, to Heilm
develop organizational capacities, offer guidance onrigtyeof
development projects, and assist in strengthening nesdtio:
with existing partners and creating links to new partner
project support. All of this work will take place in thentext o
efforts to make DASEP self-sustaining.

My mission positio is clear evidence of Global Ministri
commitment to "critical presence" in Angola as theintoy ha:
really only begun its recovery from the legacy of cadiam anc
27 years of civil war. DASEP's work directly addresgesple’
needs by empoweringhém to create a richer, fuller life f
themselves and their families, communities and counthe
work is an active reflection of God's love and reclatoon of
people, especially those who are "the least of thes#&ngola.
and the healing of a waavaged landscape that remains rid
with land mines in many rural areas. DASEP is brc
ecumenical in its approach to partnership, working welh
people of different faith traditions and with all peopfegood will
who pursue a vision of peace, justice and wholeness.

My initial days with the DASEP Team have been
encouragement to my spirit as they have welcomed mke
tremendous grace, openness and support. Each of them Ig
committed to God's work of lifting up the Angolan peopla
respnse to the biblical imperative: "Let us rise up anddbl
(Nehemiah 2:18)l. am impressed with IECA's clear commitm
- in its strategic plan and in its daily lifdc the full expression

God's Good News thatlaof life is to be redeemed. IECA has

clearly accepted the dual challenge by commitment to:

"Spiritual Mission" of evangelization that addres
people's hunger for meaning and reassurance that
strength will increase their own; and,

"Social Mission" that is dedicated to minimizing péss
suffering, satisfying material needs, involving Ic
communities in decision making, and creating prote
and opportunity, especially for women and children.

On the first Sunday in February, | was blessed to seermads
that rising up and hlding as | was welcomed to worship at
John's Church in Bairro Kicolo on the outskirts of Luant/at ¢
vital faith community in which people celebrated God's qamee
and power in their midst! The congregation had some Hgu
outgrown their churctbuilding and is now worshipping, a fi
meters away from the original building, in a much largeurct
in progress. The basic supports for the structure weréae pe
balcony of Sunday school rooms was framed out, and thk
topped it off. The walls Wit come later, but the people gather r
to worship, to build each other up, and to bring life and ho
their community. That Sunday morning was a reminder

God's work is, indeed, a work in progress to which eaals dfa:
been asked to lend a hand.

| am very grateful to God for providing this opportunity ingéte
to use some of the threads of my tiéecontribute to the weavi
of a new social fabric of life in Angola. It was alsageminder th:
it's never todate (I'm 61 now) to take an inventory of the tal
that God has given each of us to see what "new thingtav
help to create - in our own backyard or in a faranwlage

So, as | adjust to the challenges of settling into ry déferent
county, clture and climate, | am grateful to that rainbow ok$
back home who have schooled me in crodsdral
understandings that will guide me in the larger, mordleainging
international context. And, | ask for your prayers tlabd'
people in Angola willmaintain courage and strength to m
forward in faith that God will continue to make a whyook
forward to sharing with you stories from along that way.

Peace and blessings,

Donna

Donna Dudley is a missionary with the Evange
Congregational Church of AngolaShe assists with developm
projects and staff leadership training progra



